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iJt HETHERthe letters here given, which 
appear to have been recently discovered, and 
written by the apostle Paul, some before his con- 
version, others after it, be entirely original, real, 
and genuine, and translated into German with 
perfect fidelity ; or whether they be the work 
of a poetic spirit of conjecture, or of divi- 
nation, and thus, even supposing them to be 
invented, may still be true ; the editor will 
not pretend to determine. All he will ven- 
ture to say is : that they who know and ho^ 
hour the incomparable man, who stands 
alone, and whose benignant influence on alf 
ages and on all regions of the Earth has been 
such, as without the aid of Jesus could 
scarcely have proceeded from any mortal, 
will not read these letters without some « 
satisfaction, without confirmation of their 
saving faith in the Great Object of that 
great Mind, or without an evident quicken- 
ing of their nobler faculties ; and will be 



PREFACE. 

tompeiied to say more than once ; * the sut)-^ 
stance of these letters At least bears the stampi 
of truth: thui? must Saul, and thus musl 
iPaul have thought; thus must Saul have 
liated Jesus; and thus must Paul have loved 
Him. O that I did but love Him as he did 1 
O the blessedness of living, labouring, suffer^ 
ing, and dying in the love of Je^us, as did 
this greatest of all mortals !' 

The editor has in his hands a considerable 
tollection of similar private letters. The im- 
pression that the present sample makes on it's 
Christian readers and others will determine^ 
'whether they shall be laid before the public^ 
or not; 



PART I. 



LETTERS TO VARIOUS PERSONS, WHO 
AGREED WITH SAUL, OR DIFFERED 
FROM HIM, IN RESPECT TO JESUS 
AND HIS DISCIPLES. 
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LETTER L Saul to Gaijialiel. 

LETTER II. Saul to Caiaphas. 

LETTER HI. Saul to ifis intimate friend 
Simeon. 

LETTER IV. Saul to Eleazar^ 

LETTER V. Saul to Jacob Ben Israel, 

LETTER VI. Saul to Judas qjf Damascus, 



LETTERS OF ST. PAUL, 



BEFORE AND AFTER HIS CONVERSIOM. 



PART I. 

LETTER I. 

Saul to Gamaliel. 

Saul is surprised at the moderation of Gamaliel in the 
proceedings against the apostles : warns him against 
timid prudence : renounces his friendships and de* 
monstrates his own zeaL 

FATHER. Gamaliel! reverend teacher! 

Jl ARDON the most unworthy and most respect-, 
ful of thy scholars, the most gratefixl of thy disciples, 
if he venture to pour into thy truly paternal bo- 
som the overflowings of his oppressed heart. 

How much tfie sect of the Nazarenes (may the 
Lord break them like potsherds ! may the thunder 
of the Almighty scatter them like chaflF before the 
wind!) how much the most accursed of all sects 
(for what are the Sadducees compared to them ?) 
gains ground dally, is better known to thyself, 
my father, than to me. — No one upon Earth, 
Gamaliel, reveres thee more iWu \ — ^^x>\i^^^x. 



offended vith vat, if I say, thy moderation toward 
Ihe NaEarenes is incomprehensible, to me. I kaow 
thy prudence, I admire thy clemency! but is it 
fit to be merciful to the guilty, and act with for- 
bearance toward the blasphemers of the eternal 
God ? My reason is at a stand, and my mind is^ 
perplexed^ at the conduct thou hast adopted. Is 
it prudence, or is it weakness, to defer the remedy 
till the disease is incurable ? Wilt thou wait till 
the whole Earth is corrupted ? till they, who are 
now poisoning Israel, shall have spread their venom 
to the ends of the World? Away with the im- 
pious wretches! Let the Galileans perish! They 
laugh at the forbearance exercised towards them^ 
and mock all mercy. Thy moderation, my fa- 
ther, transports me beyond myself: pardon thy 
child; it was by thyself I was taught righteous^ 
ness. 

Their work cannot be of God, (forgive me, my 
lather) because it is against God. Who can deny^ 
Ithat this Jesus was a sabbath-breaker ? Who pan 
call in doubt, that he professed himself to be the 
son of the eternal God ? The son of a carpenter 
of Nazareth — ^and the son of God ! . Ta die on the 
'cross — ^and to come on the clouds of Heaven! 
Who but a madman could believe such inconsis- 
tencies ? who but a reprobate could teach them ? — • 
Toward such doctrines as these shall forbearance 
be shown ! — If so, against what is zeal to be dis- 
jp/ofred P^^TJbe doctrine condemns itself; why th^n 
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\irait? It's teachers are ttubbom feed to the re* 
ligion of Israel: and what avails forbearance? 
White it is exercised toward them, they flourish 
and grow powerful :— the fathers of Israel imagine 
themselves acting in obedience to the voice of 
moderation and prudence, and in the mean time 
all the world run after these demoniacs* They 
fill us with their lying tales of the heavenly life 
of Jesus, and bewitch us with the story of his 
resurrection. 

Jesus was forsaken by Cod on the cross, and yet 
lie Virks the Messiah ! That God« who would not . 
stir a finger for him when he was cruciiQed, has 
raised him from the dead! If he be alive, let him 
appear, and I will believe him. If he did arise 
again, let him show himself among us, and I will 
worship binK 

My reverend lather, forgive my zeal* By the© 
ivas I taught to be zealous for Moses, and to fight 
for the God of Israel. Pi^don my waim blood it'$ 
boiling im^^ence at the coldness of tlune. 
^ Thou speakest of Theudas : but Theudas did not 
give himself out for the Son of God, and was put 
to death because he drew men to him, to excite 
them to revolt, without authority from the Lord. 
But by whom was he put to death ? By the hands 
of men. If mGn had not opposed him, what would 
ht not soon have acc<»nplished ?— Judas the Ga- 
lilean was the leader of a seduced rabble ; but did 
not blaspheme Codi like ]csu» ; ^"3^ ii^x* xt.^);^^ 



to be worshipped, like him who was crucified.— 
Both these were cut oflF : but by whom, my father, 
by whom ? — By men. — God can destroy the Gali- 
leans : but should not man persecute these wretches 
undeserving to be called men? Should we not 
root them out in the name of the Lord ? Would it 
be to our honour, to wait till his thunder smites them, 
and his lightning consumes them ? Will not that 
thunder smite us also, if we hold our tongues ? 
Will not that lightning destroy us, if we look on 
with our hands in our bosoms, and force God to de- 
clare himself openly from Heaven against the Naza- 
xenes ? * 

Do you reply, my father : * but the Nazarenes 
perform miracles, as Moses and Elias did ; and his 
disciples perform them in his name before our eyes : 
if therefore we contend against them, perhaps we 
contend against 'God ; and at any rate we forestal 
the decision of the Almighty in a case that is not 
yet decided ?* 

This would be well, if the case were indeed 
undecided. But the miracles of those who blas- 
pheme God argue nothing for them, or for their 
cause. Did the miracles of Jannes and Jambres 
prove any thing for the gods of Egypt? — ^I do 
iibt deny, that the miracles of the Nazarenes are 
striking ; and I would give one of my limbs, that 
ib^ty had never been performed. They have some^ 
thing in them imposing on the wise, and irresistible 
^o ihe untbiziking rulgar. But ii tlafc docttiue be 



of Satan, can the miracle be from Heaven ? Is 
not the miracle, as is the doctrine ; and the doctrine, 
as is the miracle? Must not that be an impious 
doctrine, that makes a man God, or like unto 
Cod? A doctrine, that sets upon God's throne 
one whom God has rejected, one who, having 
been crucified, is an abomination to the Ood of Is- 
rael, must come from Hell, and no miracle can ever 
prove it to be divine. What miracle would be suf- 
ficient to prove thiee, Gamaliel, to be a God ?— Qr 
me, Saul, to be one ? — What wise man could 
listen to such a tale ? What pious man could suf- 
fer it ? Only to lend an car to such doctrine is 
horrible: to listen to it for a moment is an of* 
fense against the majesty of God« 

The Ifraelite, who hears it, must consign it to 
the lowest pit of HblL He who listens to it, and 
to those who propagate it, renounces the worship of 
the Almighty^ — and he who patiently waits, till 
God arouses himsdU, and makes known, his abhor- 
rence of it, will favour it. He who can hesitate 
but for a moment, and admit into his bre^ist the 
thought, ' perhaps it. is divine,* forgive me, my 
father, is already in secret consent with it,-«-Let me 
rejieat, even the listening to it poisoQS the souU 
He, who would prove it, is already lost. We 
must not only abjure every t;hing, that comes from 
Satan; we must totally and absolutely refuse to 
ipxamine any thing he oflFers us. We must in- 
ttantaneously and peremptoiily i^^t.cx \i\ia.Vi>;« 



comes from him. The more he endeavours to 
recommend any thing, the more reason have we to 
6uspect it. The greater miracles he exhibits, to 
prove any thing of satanic origin to be divine, the 
tnore damnable should it be in our eyes. 

Pardon me, my father, |pr speaking my thoughtis 
without reserve. Forgive my youth a language, 
that would better beseem maturef years : thou canst 
not suspect the purity of my intentions. What I 
write, I write before God, who knows my heart. 
Presumptuous as it may appear, to warn thy riper 
wisdom, yetf piy father, I venture, to warn thee 
against that too cautious circumspectioi^, whicl^ 
jto me appears weakness; against forbearance, that 
to me seems unwise fear. Thy kindheartedness 
Oversways thee. Thy mature prudence makes thee; 
top cautious and merciful in^his cause. Thou 
seemest ijojt to perceive the imminent peril, by 
which the religion we have inherited from Abra- 
ham an4 from Moses is thrcatcned.-i-I see it, and 
therefore must lament. It is continually before 
tny eyes, and therefore I would move Heaven and 
Earth against the'^Nazarenes. 

O Gamaliel, my master and my father, forgive^ 
me if I must separate myself from thee. Thy 
timid, wavering, tmdecided conduct, is to me in- 
explicable, and cu^s me )to the heart. I dare not 
approach thee; for I ^ar thy paternal looks, thy 
bewitching friendship, thy eloquent wisdom, might 



persuade me to inglorious, inexcusable moderatioKU 
Who can resist thee ? 

Father, whether thou forgive me or not, my 
conscience is sacred to me. This I learnt from 
thee. My conscience enjoins me, what is of all 
things on Earth the hardest, to bid thee ferewdl^ 
because thou art favourable to the Nazarenes* 

- I sacrifice every thing for the sake of God, 
What is most dear to me would be rendered odi* 
ous by the least attempt to cool my zeal against 
these madmen. They must be cut off from the 
face of the Earth like Amalek, land leave no trace 
behind them like the inhabitants of Gomorrah. 

. God, I trust, will grant, that I shall be an 
instrument in their destruction. ]Qtay and night 
I pray to him, to make xpe witness of hi? tjrutb, 
$tnd to be no unprofitable servant of the true king 
of Israel ; how different a king fron^ bii|i of Naza* 
mh! 

. May God maintain tpy zeal for the good cause of 
religion, and quicken thine! If thou grow cold 
9^d yielding, who shall be warm, who shall stand 

Farewell^ 

SAUJ,* 
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LETTER II. 

SAUt TO THE HIGH PRIEST CaIAPHAS. 

He commands the zeal of the high priest against Jesus, 
laments the indifference of others^ and requests lei^ 
ters of recommendation to Damascus^ to persecvie the 
Christians there. 

MOST REVEREND FATHER ? 

JL H E zeal that is in thee against the Nazarenes, 
whose name be accursed both in Heaven and on 
Earth, ravishes me with joy. Thy laudable and 
unwearied endeavours to suppress this sect, which is 
increasing daily, inflame my breast. Blessings on 
thy head, father of Israel ! and peace to thy gray 
hairs, thou foe to the enemies of God! But for 
thee, the Nazarene would still have been alive ; and 
but for thy zeal, walk with head erect through our 
streets. The day of his crucifixion was a day of 

. triumph to the righteous cause, and the hour of his 
death an hour of rejoicing to affrighted nature. 

Zealot for God ! staff of Israel ! glory of the 
priesthood! thou only with thy whole heart ex- 
claimedst, * away with him !' and thy courage bore 
along with it all who wavered in their maledictions 

agaimt Jesus.-'^O msiy sl double pOTtiou of thy spirit 



rest on me? may thy zeal animate all, who can smile 
at the rise of these wretches ! — O how shameful is 
tht indifference of so many of my age to the pro- 
gress of this reprobate sect ! Sorrow pierces me to 
the soul, and agony fills it with pious indignation, 
that not one disciple of our great teachers will do 
any thing for the Lord. But let them hold their 
tongues, I will speak ; let them be dumb, I will lift 
up my voice like a trumpet* What can be attempt-* 
cd, I will attempt. I intreat thy aid, worthy father 
of Israel ; thy aid, that is indispensable to me : deny 
me not, and the cause of Jehovah will be victorious. 
Grant me my prayer, and the Nazarenes shall 
vanish as JesUs forsaken by his God. , 

Listen, O hi^h priest, to the voice of thy servant, 
and reject not the request of one who venerates thee* 
I know that a multitude of the Nazarenes have 
JBled to Damascus, where the impious blood of Ste- 
phen was shed by the righteous judgments of God. 
I have authentic information, that Jerusalem is dis- 
burdened of a great part of these madmen. The 
uplifted arm of devout justice has affrighted them 
into their secret comers, and they seem to have lost 
the courage longer to brave and revile God and the 
religion of their forefathers, the inspired Moses and 
the holy prophets, in the face of the priests of Israel, 
and in the holy temple. Commission me with full 
power to seek them in Damascus: give me men of 
feoi minds and determined courage ; men whose zeal 
^s been proved, stout adhetcnts to vJafc \v« > ViX 
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bold as lions and terrible as tigers. Send tne ta 
Damascus. I have friends there, who will assist me* 
Give tne a sufficient band^ that I piay be secui^ 
ag^unst the malice of the Nazarenes^ for they are 
mighty : yet shall nothing terrify ine» I will find 
out the reprobates^ be they where th^y may. I will 
pursize them to the gate$ of Hell, which shall open 
aind receive them. I will bpng them bound to Jerui* 
3alem ; and thou shalt hear them curse hini, whom 
they now adore,, and blaspheme him» whom they 
ifiow worship. Not a limb of them slu^l be lffl( ; 
not a hair of. their heads shall be spared^ I wil) 
liew them in pieces in the name €>f the Lor4; I 
will crush them in the power of the Almighty^ 

3e not wroth^ O high priest, wi^h vny zeal against 
tiie enemies of Moses, axid with xoy r^ge agains$ 
jbhenr wha blaspheme the name of Jehovatu 

Honour me with thy commands! deig;a to be*r 
.stow on me thy commission I strengthen me with 
tthy counsel ; and give weight to my proceedings by 
appointing a select band to accompany me, still 
■lore by letters of recommenii|ation» X am but ^ 
stripling, yet will I prove myself ^ man against 
these Galileans : I am still but a scholar^ yet I wiU 
le: as zealous as one who has ^own gray in his zea^ 
for our holy law.. 

Furnish me with thy authority, mighty high 
priest ; and deny me not thy assistance, thou zealous 
for the God of Israel. What thou takest in hand 
Is Messed by God ; and no magician can withstaii(| 



thy wisdom^ ^he Lord bless all thy designs 
against Jesus, and fulfil all thy imprecations on 
the sect of the Nazarenes. Hast thou not brought 
him to the cross ! who then of his people can resist 
thee ? Thou hast slain the shepherd ; and shalt 
Jfchou not be able to scatter the flock ? Let me be 
thy hand, O high priest, at a distance, and execute 
thy commands at Damascus. Command thy ser^ 
,vaitf, when he shall appear before thee, and em- 
power him to execute what will rejoice thy heart, 
and afflict even unto death them that blaspheme 
Jehovah, 

No clemency will avail in this case; no gentle 
treatment will remedy the evil. The rotten limbs 
Doust be cut o£F from the holy people of Israel^ 
Jjtt the fate of C!orah be theirs ; and the destruc ^ 
ticm of Dathan fall on them. May the Earth, 
that swallowed up Abiram, open beneath their feet, 
whei^ they flee : and may the death of Achan 
await them, when they fall into our hands. 

It is my glory to curse them, and my pride 
to annihilate them. What I have already done 
against tixtifi thou knowest ; and what I will do 
thou shalt see. Fear nothing from my youth; 
and measure me not by the number of my years. 
David, ^hc stripling, overcame the giant of Gath* 
The Lord has bestowed courage on me likewise ; 
and armed me with power against the enemies of his 
.^lame. 

jPnce more^ O high priest, graal tbi^ ms&^x^as^^i 



and Godwin rew^ard thee. AHiihilate the Nif- 
atarenes, thy name will be sacred to- posterity, as 
the name of Phineas, and thou wilt be as terrible 
to the enemies of the Lord, as Elijah to the pri^tsts 
of Baal on mount CarmeL 

The Lord God of Abraham, Isaiic, ind Jacob, 
bless every one, who curses Jestis arid his sect, 
.and curse every one who blesses them. 

SAUL, 
a native of Tarsus, and scholar to Gamalid* 



LETTER IIL 

I^AUL TO THE r>RI£ND OF HIS HEART, $IM£0^* 

Hxhofiations to zeal against the Christians. Com^ 
plaints of the lukewarmness of persons in autho-* 
rity. Plan for persecuting the Nazarenes. Violent 
expressions of the bitterest zeal against them. 

MY BESTjftELOVED SIMEON, 

W HAT times has the God of Israel brought 
upon his people ! How true it is, that * his thoughts 
are not our thoughts, his ways are not our ways !* 
He proves us, as we never have been proved be- 
fore. How unsearchable are his ways ! how ufrfa,-* 
thomable are his judgments ! 

We expected tht coming of his anointed; and 



languished for the manifestation of the king of 
Tsrael : and lo, how the Eternal proves us ! 

A deceiver rises up and says, • I am he/ Jesus, 
the son of a carpenter, says openly in the temple : 
* destroy this temple made with hands, and in three 
days I will raise Up another temple not made 
with hands/ And this boaster dies; dies as an 
accursed malefactor; while his blind followers 
maintain, that he sits and rules at the right hand c^ 
the Omnipotent. Their words spread like a cor- 
roding canker, and their eloquence diffuses corrup- 
tion like the plague. 

A little has been attempted against them, but to 
no purpose. We have endeavoured to extirpate 
them, and they grow mpre numerous. They becoane . 
alarming by their multitude, and dangerous through 
tb^ esteem in which they are held by the people. 

*A magic fear begins even to seize on the elders; 
aQd their ccfurage will fail them, to annihilate the 
mo^t senseless of fanatics, and most shameless of liars. 
With sorrow have I heard of the unmanly modera- 
tion of Gamaliel, my beloved instriictor. Will he 
wait, till God declares himself for or against them ? 
If ^uch things be done in the green tree, what will 
be done in the dry ? When the wisest and most dc-^^ 
vput begin to waver, will not thoujsand^ of weaker ? 
vessels be carried along by the stream of the new 
dofptrines ? Already many of the priesthood, who 
but a few weeks ago were zealous against Jesus, are 
become his followers. Men vr\vo rnxJa.^^ V^tl^xw:^- 
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ble feelings of trae Isniditcs exclaimed, * Away with 
him 1 aWay with him ! drucify him ! crucify him I' 
now bow the knee before hitn, as an Almighty God. 

Friend of my heart, shall things ^ go on thus ? 
Will no man set himself against them with 9II the 
earnestness and all th^ power of faith in the God of 
Israel ? Shall we hold our tongues, because all who 
ought to speak are dumb ? Shall we do nothing, 
because others are inactive? or do nothing thd«* 
roughly, because others content themselves with half 
measures ? 

O my friend, let us be men, let us be zealous as 
Moses and Elijah were ! Was their zeal acceptable 
to God, or unacceptable ? Can coldness in God's 
cause be pleasing to God ? Out on you coldblooded 
souls, who can prudently look unmoved on the 
rushing torrent of immeasurable destruction, till it 
overwhelms all, and yourselves among the rest ! 

Come to Jerusalem, my friend, as soon as thou 
canst. * I must talk with thee, and disclose to thee 
my plans : they are neither little nor impracticable* 
Thou skak take a part in them, as thou readily 
wilt. Do not suflFer thyself to be misled by any 
thing. The feeble speak the seductive language of 
forbearance. Nothing is less to be bom than for*- 
bearance with the wicked ; nothing more detestable 
in the sight of God than love toward hi3 enemies* 
He who loves God, hates what God hates : he who. 
n^kes himself equal with God is worse than the 
nxf/yt of idolaters. 



my friend, utiite with me in zeal against Jesus : 
1>ind thyself with me eternally to persecute ail those, 
jfsho place a crucified man on the right hand df 
Jehovah. 

My resolution is taken : I will employ aU my 

powers against the execrable wretches. Every drop 

of my blood shall boil against them. May deadi 

overtake them! may Hell open her jaws to recei^^e 

th^hi f may the Earth of the Lord be made clean 

from these rebels against God ] and the land of Im- 

iiianuel be no longer burdened with these despisers 

df the Most Holy i My plan is to go in <que&t cf 

them out of Jerusalem, where they imagine they 

^ell in security, and pursue them to the ends of 

tke Earth* 

1 am going to Damascus : O that tliou wouldst 
aooDmpany me ! I have obtained full powers fcom 
tke high priest, to whom I wrote ; and a consider*^ 
able escort, so that I am secure against being way- 
laid by the Nazarenes. — Great things will shortly 
be done ; greater than ever yet : and, God willii^, 
through me* No man expects me there« I will 
procure an exact list of all their names; and fall 
upon them at once by night in their houses and in 
tkeir beds. Whoever abjures Jesus shall go free : 
^ that will remain his disciples shall be carried 
bound by me to Jerusalem : and if any one resist 
Us, though this the fanatics do not attempt, my sword 
<hall shed his blood. 

What appears indestructible sYisiV \s^ dd2:^xa^^^\ 
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what is deemed invincible shall be trodden under 
foot. A' man ought to live, as long as he ha5 
breath : but to live;' is to do good, and fight againft 
evil. As long as I have breath, I will thus live : I 
will not close my eyes as one inactive in God's 
cause : this hand shall not rest in peace, till it has 
rescued multitudes of Israelites from destruction* 
Every drop of blood in my veins shall flame with 
vengeance against all those, who blaspheme God and- 
Moses. He who seats himself on God's throne is 
an enemy to God, and denies his name. Ht who 
fights not against the enemies of God, who seat 
themselves on God's throne, are his enemies, axnl - 
deny him. We, my dear Simeon, will not be such. 
It is true, the example of Gamaliel should perhaps 
inspire me with some moderation : but how can 
it inspire me with any ? It is true, the wise and pi-« 
ous man says, haply they fight against God, who 
contend against the Nazarenes. — Canst thou con- 
ceive this ? — Why do they fight against God ? 
Because the Nazarenes do things, which no man 
beside them can imitate.-— On this point I have 
explained my sentiments to Gamaliel himself, and 
;no one can reason me out of my conviction. 
It is simply this : * No miracle can prove, that a 
man is equal with God; and that one forsaken- 
by God, become a curse, and crucified, sits on 
the right hand of the Almighty.' 

The God of Israel be with thee. 
Ckymc quickly^ and behold trvy zeal for the Lord. 






LETTER IV^ 

Saul to Eileazar, concerning Stephen, 

^fiistification of his conduct. Opinion concerning 
Stephen. Answer to some reasonable objections 
advanced by Eleazar against SauL 

WORTHY FATHER ! 

X HOU writest me, that the person, the words, 

^hc behaviour of Stephen have touched thy heart : 

^iiou writest, * Consider, young man, what thou 

doing ; lest perhaps thou attack one beloved by 

fod/ Yea, father, I do consider: I have consi- 

Ted again and again, and still I come to the 
-^ssame point : ' No eloquence, no angelic couh- 
'C:ftnance, no celestial glory, no miracle, nay no 
'Virtue, of a man who raises a malefactor to a God, 
^^md worships, and will worship a reprobate, can. 
%iove me.' 

This is my simple answer to whatever considerate 

prudence, pious eloquence, or religious timidity, 

'^an say to me, O certainly what I do is not 

; rom rashness : my reason and my conscience well 

>vcigh every thing. 

Stephen, I confess, was such a man, as I never 
lefore beheld : he appeared as innocent as a child, 
>?ise as grayheaded age, courageous as a hero, and 
Vrae to what he deemed the truth as a propliet of 
^Id, Hi? learning was great, lus t\oc£»asaKft ^iawss.- 

c 
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iul^ his conviction inflexible, his fortitude un« 
shaken* His love for Jesus, the Son of Man as he 
called him, was tiost pure, Coufd I have forgotten' 
he was a Nazarene, I would have fallen on hi^ neck 
:smd kissed him* What most affected me (I tell 
thee all, even what appeals to make against me) 
Was his look in the assemblies of the priests ; still 
more when he was led out to death ; but above all, 
when the witnesses against him took off their gar- 
mentSy that look which he cast on those, who, as I 
fcelieve, were tfritTi justice most inveterate against him. 
Onme in particular heturned his eyes niibre than once 
with such affection, so sorrowfully tender, so trem- 
blingly compassionate, as if he would have calleJme 
with his looks from the brink of an abyss. I cannot^ I 
will not deny, that this look pierced me tothe heart'j 
that for a moment I seemed to forget myself, arid 
shuddered while the thought darted* lilte a flash 6i 
lightning through my mind ; * thus a holy 6ne of 
God might look ; thus one of the prophets^ whoih 
Israel put to death !' 

But as we instantly draw back our foot, when we 
see an adder in tKe path, I shuddeiied at theste 
thoughts arid feelings, the natural etfects of huttia- 
nity. I collected all the strength of religion and 
virtue I possessed, to quell whatever might move 
me toward the worshipper of bne who denied God; 
for a mere xtistn, who makes himself a God, deniels 
God. 

/But/ you say, * if the Messiah come, must hk 



aot on the one band be a man, .since he must be a 

... * . 7 ' • ■ 

I 

Ion of David; and on the other, more than man, 
since he must be David's Lord ; as Stephen once 
said in an assembly of people where I was present ? 
Nay he nSust sit on the right hand of God, as it is 
written, " The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thoit 
on my right halid, tfll I niake thine enemies thy 
feotstooL" 

* Consequently, if ever a Messiah come among 
us, and be received by us ; a God-man, a son and 
lord of David, a man to whom God, ats it Were, ce(ies 
his rank, a man in the name of Jehovat, and in the 
place of Jehovah, must cdtoe among us; and be re- 
ceived by us/ 

To this, wise and worthy father, I confesis I have 
ibothihg to reply. It is also written : * the Lonl 
will come against the mighty/ Thus let our Messia&t 
bfe a hiari, and a G'od-ifian; but let hifii' be iio Na- 
±arene. Let him be from Bethlehem : biif let him 
not be a carpenter. Let hifri be of tlie rbyal hou$6 
6f David; butt rio enemy to Nlose^; rio sabbath- 
breaker ; not one wh6 carin6t help himself, if he be 
to redeem Israel; n6t one forsaken by God, and 
left by him to die between t^o thieves ; not a tratts- 
gressof, against whom the quaking Earth and dar£:- 
teed face of HeaVeh appeaf ed to bear tesCiiAony . \j^i 
ho such be my MesiSi^h ! In other respects may thd 
toming Messiah be, as he ftitist before T believe iii 
him, an onjnipotent God'-n^an, a shekina and dwell- 
ing of God, a vicegerent woUih:^ oi xSfifc Ci^ tiL\^\:^€^, 

c a 
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Thou hast here my free and fall confession of 

feiith : it would be to me inconceivable, if it should 

not be thine also. Fare thee well. 

SAUL. 



LSTTER V. 

Saul to Jacob Ben Israel, on his zeal 
against the christians. 

Bilter complaints against the great pretensions of jfesus 
of Nazareth, and the indifference of so many to the 
increase of his sect. 

THE peace of goo BE WITH THEE, BELOVED JACOB ! 

Ju|lRT thou astonished at my zeal against the Ghris-. 
tiws ? I am astonished at thy indiflFerence. WouldsJt 
thou look on unmoved, if a man smote thy brother 
to death ? Or with what eye wouldst thou behold 
a man, who should endeavour to restrain thee from 
delivering him out of the hand of his murderer ? 
Thus ice-cold thou, who wast once so warm, seemest 
to me in the case of the Nazarenes. I am often be- 
side myself on account of them ; thou suflFercst days 
and nights to come and pass away, without reflect- 
ing how the pestilence spreads, what mighty oi^es 
are carried oflF by it, and how many among the most 
pious of the children, of Israel are infatuated through 
it's means, I see the. hou-se of Israel hastening tq 
destruction. The tower totters to it's fall : thotub 



pcrccivest not, that it will soon tumble. I see the 
threatening danger, and with warning voice cry 
aloud, ' flee !' Thou mockest my zeal, and livest 
reckless in the court of the falling edifice. 

I will not judge thee, or condemn thee. The 
Lord knoweth thy heart : He knoweth mine also. 
What He wills, I will : what He loves, and wills 
that every Israelite should love, Hove: what He hates, 
and wills that every child of Abraham shall ^pealously 
Jiate, I hate. There is nothing He can hate, or wills 
to be hated, so much as the making of another a 
god, whoever he may be, and placing him by His 
side. He will have no one, bp he ever so great, 
seated with Him on his throne. Can I be mistaken 
ift this ? Is it ^n errour to say : ' the man, the Nazarr 
Teng, the carpenter, the sabbathbreaker, the con- 
temner of the law, Jesus, ' seats himself by the side of 
the Almighty ? He will bp worshipped : l^e suffers 
persons to be baptised in |iis name: he plapes hi^ 
PamjB between those pf the E?:emal Ip'ather and the 
Holy Spirit.' I ask, can any thing be morp certaiiii 
than these facts, which are exhibited daily before our 
Pyts ? And farther, can any madman whatever have 
^ieafi more inconsistent with reason ? or can any 
thing mqre impious, more blasphemous, be con- 
ceived ? 

If this most horrible of doctrines, by which pur 
^bale religion \s Qvertumed, spread daily farther and 
farther; if th^ light of truth be not opposed to this 
^9a|ical ^ect, which ijas something ^o \w3ffiaa3x^^ '^^. 



amiable, so insinuating, that to a susceptible, deiicatai^ 
tender, benevolent heart it is almost irresistible ; if 
^the evil appear in a short time to be past remedy ; 
if our holy temple, if Moses, if circumcision, it rhe 
solemnity of the sabbath, be regarded asno Ictiir.r 
of importance; what wJU be the end, whiic wc 
quietly look on ? No man can deny one &y .la- 
ble of what I here advance. They are facts opea 
to the eyes of the World. And shall I hold my 
peace at all these things, as thou dost ^ Shdll I be si- 
lent, because thou art dumb ? Act thou temperately, 

because thou findest it most convenient so to act : 

_ "« • 

and answer for thy moderation and silence to Him, to 

•' " ^ ,-. »■ ... 

whom thou art answerable. To Him, to whom I 
also am answerable, I will answer for my zeal. 
God gave me courage : shall I throw away this cou- 
rage to please the timidity of others? God gave 
me firmness, to pursue to the end whatever of good I 

begin before Him, and with Him : and shall I not 

.*<■.- » ■ . -I ^ 

use this firmness in the most important of all causes ? 
I may sooner be persuaded to any thing, than to 
coldness, and inactive indifference in this business, 
the most unheard of and most weighty since the cre-^ 
ation. Prudent age, and prematurely prudent youth 
speak of nothing iut moderation, patience, forbear- 
ance, waiting, as if a man had neither eyes nor ears. 
These pious, gentle, dovelike souls have no zeal, ex- 
cept against the ze^ of those, who give the name of 
weakness, want of reiiirion, and indifference in tlie 
faase of God, to coldness in the most sacred con^r 



r^^^rn of God and man. Tbey have not a spaik of 
^:^al in their hearts for the God of Israel against ^ 
false Messiah, who arrogates to himself equality with 
^God. Prudence has taken the place of spirit. But 
the moment any one is zealous against those, whom 
their heartless prudence has thought good to take un« 
der it's protection, these frozen souls burst out into 
a flame. I appeal to their own consdences^ can such 
jjeal be pleasing to God ? Of this enough. Spare 
your cooling diluents for men in a fever, they are 
thrown away on me. 

Mojt foolish to me appears the wise observation I 
daily hear. * Let the fanatics take their full swing. 
Every fanaticism destroys itself. The more impor- 
tance we attach io \t^ the more it is hardened and 
confinped. It is best; to take no notice of it.* This 
might be well, wtgre not the fanaticism of this wholly 
new and unprecedented kind, that on the oqe hand 
it bottoms itself or^ incontrovertible facts^ on palpa- 
ble miracles, that luve l^een perfomjed, and are still 
performing daily ; and on the other on a morality of 
the most sublime and admirable perfection. Thcre» 
my fiiendj is the twofold and apparently insupera- 
ble dijEculty, which nothing but the extrfeme of via* 
lence can overcome. For these reasons the tree 
must be plucked up by the roots, and cast into the 
fire. This in my opinion is th? only true prudence 
suited to the present case. If thou be acquainted 
Hflth any better means, communicate them to me* , 

Peace and lav^\it wflKi^iiSft^ 
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LETTER VI. 

Saul to Judas of EJamascus. 

Appointment of his quarters^ and account oj tht picfi* 
pose of his journey. £xhortaUon to him, to affvrd 
him assistance. Violent exclamations against jftsut 
and his worshippers. 

DEAR JVDAS! 

xjlT length the happy day^ are come, ^hen I njiay 
hope to see thee again. May the Lord go \^ith me, 
and his angel attend at my right hand ! 

I am full of grand projects, am on the eve of great 
stcts, that befit a just Israelite. God has heard my prayer 
to be usefiil to my brethren, and to give me strength 
against the enemies of His name. Rejoice with me, 
that God, my father, thinks me worthy, to tread i^ 
the steps of the boldest of those who have been jea- 
lous for Him, of whom all Israel speaks with ho- 
nour, and whom posterity will never mention with- 
out reverence. The point, my friencl, is nothing 
less than the total extirpation of the Galileans^ 
This great work is especially entrusted to me, I am . 
coming to Dam^ascus, whither I know of a certain 
many have fled from Jerusalem. I have sufficient;, 
authority from the priesthood. It is imppssible to 
wish for stronger reconomendations, than I have in 
J^y hand signed by Caiaphas himself. But of this say 



pQt a vioxd to any inan. I wish to take upt my abode 
le^ith thee ; to, whom I certainly shall not be upwel- 
come. I never was so yet ; and shall be so least of 
all now. The men who accompany me, the escort 
given me by the priesthood, I wish to be quartered 
in thy neighbourhood. Of this thou wilt take care. 
There will be seven or eight of them, true Israelites, 
perfectly of my way of thinking, and labouring to 

« 

the same end. 

But the principal object of my writing to thee be- 
forehand is as follows. 

Endeavour to have in readiness against my coming 
an accurate and complete list of all the disciples of 
Jesus, who are in Damascus, both men and women. 
Mark (down the streets and the houses wherein they 
dwell, and above all, the house where they are wont 
to assemble. I hear much in particular of one Ana- 
nias, formerly a strict pharisee, a man of great wis- 
dom and much weight, who is said to be one of the 
heaiis of their assemblies. Probably they meet to- 
gether in his house by night. Procure accurate in- 
formation of every thing, that we may lose no time. 
Let nothing be wanting on thy part, to assist me in. 
the necessary preparations for the great and holy 
work. I think to fall upon them suddenly, when; 
they are all assembled together, will be the best and 
shortest way.. 

The elders, of the fynagogue in Damascus must 
assist us also. I have full powers to them from the 
^priesthood. Every thing^ is ^ie^^.nt;aL\ \)cifc ^«^ ^"^s^-- 
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not fail. The neft of vennin must and will be de» 
stroyed. Let their Jesus save them, if he cap- But 
if he were able to save them, he would have descended 
from the cross, and have saved himself. What in- 
deed could be expected firopi a sabbathbreaker anci 
blasphemer forsaken by God ? he died like the male* . 
factors,, between whom he was crucified* 

Once more, my friend, be my helper in the great 
work. What better thing can we do, than extirpate 
firpm the face of the Earth this powerfu.1 sect of blas- 
phemers, idolizers of a man, worshippers, of a mafef^c- 
tpr ? Surely the God of Israel looks down with an eye 
effavouruponourendeavours. The Messiah, (O how 
different a man he wfll be ftom one who died as a ma- 
lefactor \i^tsNt.^n two thieve^?) the Messiah will 
hereafter reward us for it in the kingdkkqi of Qod» 
Let us do all that in us lies, in some measure to pre- 
pare the way for his comings Let no fears deter 
thee : they can do nothing against us, neither do they 
oppose force by force. This cunning their Jesus 
iaught them r but they shall reap little b^efit froni 
it. They think to bind our hands by suffering gen- 
tl'eness, and humble suavity of manners I But such 
witcheries shall not bind my hands. It is well for us, 
that we have too much strength of mind, tp be im- 
posed upon by such means. It is well for us, that 
we can and dare employ every mean against the corr 
J^upter and corrupted, the seducer and seduced^ 
whereby they may be fwept away from the Earth. 

Wsis not Israel to smke the C^xv^^mt^s with 



.edge of the sword? Was not compassion toward 
.them a horrible sin, a revolt against God, a compassion 
.that afterward brought our forefathers themselves to 
.destruction ? And how sinful would it be in us, to 
.imitate the sin of our forefathers, which God has so 
,<rften and so severely punished, by sparing these, 
who are more inveterate- foes to God than the Cana- 
anites were4 I call them worse than the Caaaanites. 
Wherefore? Because the Canaanites had no know- 
ledge of God; and were not of the chosen seed. 
These are. From their youth up were they taught 
in our schools ; and it can^pt be denied, that they 
were well instructed. Their knowledge of the Sciip-^ 
tures, that might often put many of our most learned 
men to the blush, frequently astonishes their hearers* 
But the mor,e capable they are of acquiring respect 
by this superiority, with the more energy must we 
strive against .them. And how must we strive against- 
jthem? by bare words? Then is all lost, for they 
^^nswer so as to put us.to silence. -Nothing but force 
can be of any avail. 

What Samuel, Saul, and David did to the Phi- 
listines, we will do to these. May the God of Ja- 
cob prosper us ; and the Holy one of Israel vouch- 
safe us to be instruments of his just vengeance ! 

O my dear brother! I count the days and the 
hours, till I reach Damascus. It is a joyful period of 
ray life. I feel within me something of what David 
felt, when he went against Goliath : * I come to thee 
^ia^he name of the God of Israel, ^o c^xrr. X \5 
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Damascus. I have no doubt of conquering: that 
is, the righteous cause will prove victorious. 

Yet I must freely confess to thee, that the bu^si^ 
ness I have in hand often hangs like a niill^tone about 
my neck, and makes me tremble. . I too am a ma&, 
and have not a heart of stone. Every thing easily af- 
fects me. A devout look, a ii^rarm, ingenuous word,, 
a nobleness of conduct, quickly moves me. | 
know what it cost me, to behold the divinely beau-* 
tiful countenance of Stephen without te^rs of emp-* 
tion* I was forced, and must now be forced, tasupr 
press every natural, humane feeling; and this iu 
truth to me is not easy. Tears will often come mta 
my eyes, when I see these gentle, pious souls ad- 
here stedfasly to their opinions, and hear them speai^ 
with such affection of their Jesus. They are as per- 
fectly convinced of his divinity, and as tl^roughly 
penetrated with the idea ; as I am firmly persuaded, 
that they cherish the most horrible of errours. Thi^ 
astonishes me. Thou canst not form any conception 
of the tranquillity, with which they suflFer thems^lves^ 
to be led to prison; or of the courage, serenity, 
and joy, with which they go to death. Were a 
man to follow the merely natural and- human ina- 
pulse of his mind, he would fall upon their necks, 
and embrace them with the warmest affection : and 
when Stephen died, the .wish once darted through 
my mind (Satan assuredly inspired it), ' may I die like 
this man !' I am obliged to summon all my religion j, 
to tnaster this natural goodness or weakness of my 



licart, call it what you will. A holy zeal for the 
Lord must suddenly seize me, and glow within me,' 
I must strengthen myself with the great idea : ' I 
do the work of the Lord, I fight in God's cause ; 
away with all human feelings and reflections!' 

£very thing is possible to him, who loves and 
honours God above all things. To him man is 
nothing, when put into the balance against God. 
The lives of hundreds of men, who blaspheme God, 
is to him no more than the life of a gnat, that stings 
his hand. * Do I not hate, O Lord,' said David, 
* them who hate thee ? yea I hate them with perfect 
hatred. Thy enemies are my enemies/ 

Never yet was this sentiment so lively and vic- 
itorious in me as now. Let then the blood of these 
madmen flow beneath the edge of the sword, or let 
them be crushed beneath a heap of stones! Let 
the heads of the unisraelitish Israelites, who mock 
the God of Israel, fall. Let Judah shudder at 
the sight of the blood of thq false teacher, and be 
warned ! Let Israel tremble at the judgments, that 
God will bring upon his blasphemers by the hands 
of those who worship him ! Our brethren, so 
easy to be seduced, will at length be wise, ancj 
itnounce the folly of adoring as king of Israel, 
nay worshipping as the God of Judah, one whom 
God has accursed; for whoever dies on the cross 
^s a curse unto Jehovah. Did ever any thing 
'^ore senseless enter into the heart of man? Did 
^atan ever inspire an lsrae\vUs\v >ax€:^%x. VvCcl ^ 
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blacker thought than this : * st cal-penter of Naza-* 
reth is the king of Heaven and Earth ?* 

Whatever m me can feel scorn, detests this brain- 
less and heartless sect : whatever in me can be 
wroth, boils with rage stgainst this shame of Israel 
and of mankind. 

I count the hours and the moments till I reach 
Damascus. O how shall I feel, when I see thee 
again, and can join thee in the great and holy- 
work ! O join with nre, and let thy soul unite with' 
mine, to extirpate these blasphemers of God, as 
the soul of David united with the soul of Jonathan ! 
The latest posterity of Israel will bless us, and our 
names shall be mentioned with those of Moses and 
Aaron, before whom the [magicians of Egypt Wert 
compelled to silence- 
Believe me, my friend, truth- will be victorious 
over the most stifFnecked errour. Pharaoh with 
all his host was overwhelmed by the Red Sea, 
because he strove against the God of Israel : and 
the fate of Pharaoh will be the fate of every ene- 
my of God, and of every one who revolts against his 
holy revealed word. 

I hppe, God willing, to be' at Damascus in' 
five or six days, I will endeavour to arrive about? 
noon* 

Fare thee well ! 
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PART II. 

LETTER I. 

Saul to Simeon. 

. On the change of his opinion with respect to Jesus^ 
Testimony and praise of Christ. His narrative of 
what had passed. Exhortation to belief in Jesus. 

DEAR SIMEON ? 

JLF what I tell thee appear incredible, still thou 
fnayest believe what I say ; and if I acquaint thee 
with unheard of things, do not consider me as one 
who has lost his understanding. I have not lost ray 
senses; I have found them. I was a madman: 
for he who acts against himself is a madman ; he 
who rejects the best, and treads under foot the most 
beautiful, is insane. I am become wise, who was a 
fool : I am restored to the soberest sobriety. I am 
become — ^will thou believe it ? or rather, when I 
call the Lord, who knowest all things, to witness, 
wilt thou doubt what I say ? — I am become a Chris- 
tian ; a Christian from thorough conviction. The 
slanderer of Jesus, Saul, thy friend and brother, is 
become his worshipper. — His worshipper?-^ — Yes, 
Jfjs most sincere and reverential worflbipper. In a 



wordj Simeon^ I believe what I thought incredible : 
1 believe in Jesus of Nazaretkas the Messiah. In 
this faith I will live and die, that he who suflFered 
on the cross lives as king of Heaven and Earth, and 
is worthy to be worshipped as the God of Israel* 

To this all-victorious faith, which nothing caji 
overcome, am I brought by the unmeasurable grace 
of Jesus the Messiah. 

Wilt thou believe me when 1 say, the King of 
Heaven himself in person appeared to me in the 
clear light of noon day, on the public highway, 
not far from Damascus ? He spoke to me with a 
human voice, and I answered Him face to face. I 
beheld Him with my own eyes, and heard Him 
with my own ears. O Simeon, Simeon ! His ma- 
jesty, and the divine light of His countenance, arc 
indescribable, inconceivable, surpass all imagina- 
tion. The whole creation seems to vanish and sink 
into nothing before Him. Whoever beholds Him 
sees nothing but Him. In His presence no man can 
contemplate any thing, can think of any thing be- 
side Him. In Him our whole being is absorbed. We 
can call nothing else good, great, or excellent, that 
is not He. He is, if I may be allowed to say it, 
"wholly alone, and all things only in Him. And 
this eternal Son of God, who is above all compare, 
has had mercy on me, and forgiven my folly against 
Him. I am, what I never dared conjecture it was 
possible I should ^ver become, a Christian, a 
disciple of Jesus, a preacliei oi V\!u Oov^€i^ '^xi>x- 
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ness of His sovereignty, a living testimony, thit 
with Him all things are possible. He lives with 
me, and in me. He fills my whole souL I can- 
hot, I will not cease to think of Him for a moment. 
All things that were gain, far His sake I reckon loss; . 
all things of no account with Him I esteem as mere 
drossw I hate all things that He hates, and love only 
what is dear to Him. Nothing, that He hates, can de- 
serve to be loved : nothing, that He loves, can de- 
serve to be hated. 

O Simeon, how had Satan blinded me? How- 
could I speak, as 1 spake ; how act, as I acted ? So 
long as I have breath shall I be ashamed of my 
conduct toward the most adorable of all men, of my 
tage against the head and prototype bf all that is 
worthy to be adored* It is incomprehehsible to me, 
how I still dare look iat myself, or at any wise and 
'good man. But the unbounded m«rcy of Christ 
upholds me, and the power of His spirit enables 
tne to atone for many things, that seemed inexpiable. 
As I have pulled down, I will build up ; as I have 
made sorrowful, I will comfort; as I have killed, I 
will bring to life r all With the grace and in the 
power of my Lord, Jesus Christ. I must have 
died of grief, if He had hot given me the desire 
and strength to make amends for so many evils, 
which I have occasioned. Dear Simeon, O how 
totally different He is, from whatall Israel conceives! 
and still so as the prophets describe Him. Daniel could 
^ot have seen Him with* mOre\)eauty ^XXm^x^ivthe 
fouds of Heaven, than 1 aaw Uim, lmi!ti^^xi«X 



behold Jehovah seated with more majesty on his 
throne, than I beheld Him clothed with li<^ht. What 
j!)avid says of the Messiah in the forty fifth, seventy 
second, and hundred and tenth psalms, or wher- 
ever else his words may seem to allude to Him, is 
true of Jesus in the highest and most spiritual sense; 
and what is not yet fulfilled will as certainly be ful- 
JBlkd in Him, as many things, that appeared abso- 
lutely incredible, have in Him already been lite- 
rally accomplished. 

What is any where written in Scripture of the 
God of Israel is applicable to Him, and is displayed 
in Him in the most lively manner. Is it written : 
* He, the Lord, creates all things whatever he will, 
in Heaven or on Earth:* (and what more can be 
said of a God ?) this is true of Jesus of Nazaretlu 
He actually creates whatever He will, either in 
Heaven, or on Earth/ He pours out His Spirit 
upon all flesh* Those that have eyes He maketh 
blind, and the blind He maketh to see. The 
hearts of all men are in His hand. He leads theny 
whithersoever He will ; and recalls whom He will 
out of the regions of Death. He rules in the name ^ 
of God, with the power of God, in the stead of 
God. God is in Him ; and through Him is our 
God. The God of all mankind, such as sinful, 
mortal man needeth, such as he may conceive and en- 
joy, is He whom I worship under the human name 
of Jesus Christ. Thus, Simeon, are my thoughts 
changed respecting jesus^ A.S \ \^^^ ii.<2;i\\^Nx% ^ 
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persuading all men against Him ; I now wish, tb 
bring all to Him, to Him alone, and above all, 
thee my brother, and friend of my heart* If thou 
believe me, believe ih Him. If thou have any 
doubts, question me ; I can and will answer them* 
All the doubts I had are more than sufiiciently an- 
swered. If thy heart be open to the divine truth, 
thou wilt believe as I believed, and ht happy, as I 
am happy. O, my brother, could I but impart to 
thee an idea of my happiness ! There is nothing to 
be called good or great, that thou wilt not find in 
Him, in Jesus of Nazareth. Infinitely removed 
from Earth in appearance. He is near to thee in His 
Spirit. He seems to be separated from mankind, yet 
is more near to them, than if thou beheld all the 
race of Adam in His arms. 

O He is what and how no one is, or was, or ever 
will be. Yea. Amen, 



LETTER U. 

Saul to Joseph and Samma, the two wit- 
nesses AGAINST Stephen, 

Confession of his trrmr and theirs withrefpect to Stephen 
' and the Christians, Accotmt of what had befallen 
him. Confession and testimony of Jesus. Exhor* 
tation to believe in him. 

the light and grace of God be with you, 
Samma and Joseph ! 

X want words to relate to you what has happened 
to me ; and no tongue can express the affliction of 
my soul for my late conduct toward the disciples of 
J^sus of Nazareth, 

Listen tQ my voice, if ye would t^at God should 
listen to you. 

The errour^ in which you and I, my brethren, 
have been entangled^ is incalculable. Stephen, 
whom we stoned to death, is beloved by Heaven : 
Stephen (alas that his angelic countenance, his 
magnanimity did not move us ! that we had neither* 
eyes to see, nor ears to hear!) was more holy than 
David or Samuel; and that Jesus, to whom he 
]^rayed, is truly, truly the Messiah, foretold by 
all the prophets. The Son of Man^ whom. Stei^b&tk 
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beheld sitting on God's figl^t hand, is the Son of 
God. We strove against God, when we strove 
against Jesus, Jesus of Nazareth is in truth Ma* 
jesty divine. He who Was crucified lives in Hea« 
yen ; and by the almighty power of Him wjio was 
slain, all the dead shall arise. 
^ * Art thou mad, Saul ?' ye will say to me. No : 
I am not mad. but a sober witness of that which { 
have heard and seep. If ye will not belicye me, be- 
lieve the men who were with me. They beheld the 
beams of that celestial light, by which my eyes 
were struck blind ; and heard the yoice, that spoke 
to me from Heaven, though they understood not 
the words. Samma and Joseph, that I have seen 
with these eyes the heavenly majesty of jfesus the 
Messiah, is as true, as that I am alive : and as true as 
you are living, I heard the words of the Almighty 
Jesus froni his own mouth. lyiy terrpur was un- 
bounded; my shame was the pangs of Jlell. I 
|iave persiecuted Jesus Christ ! I have slandered the 
Lord of Majesty ! 

The mercy of God toward me is inconceivable ; 
ahd the long-suffering of Jesus of Nazareth, eternally 
to be adored, beyond expression. How ! Is i( 
possible, that I still live, breathe, speak? 

I have raised my hand against the Almighty ; 
and rebelled against him, Who is worshipped iii 
lleaveri. 

Ye look at each other with astonishment : ye lay 
down my letter, and are amazed^ 



Be what ye will^ our sin is beyond measure, and 
our conduct toward the worshippers of Jesus cries 
to Heaven against us, Satan blended our tycs not 
to discern the ppwer of God in Jesus Christ, not 
to perceive th^ celestial light, that beamed frpm the 
icountenances of his followers. We are not worthy 
to pronounce the mime of the holy witness, against 
whom we bore testimony ; how much less the name 
of Him, of whom he witnessed with the heroic fort- 
titude of the fullest conviction, and to whoixi he 
prayed in the last moments of his life. 

From my mind all doubts are vanished. I am 
not more certain of tny own lif^, than that the divine 
Jesus lives in Heaven. God could not appear to 
Moses upon Mount Horreb with more inajesty, than 
Jesus, I say Jesu^ of Na^iareth, appeared to me. 
All my powers were swallowed up by His niight. All 
my vitality was death before Him. H[is voice wa$ 
as the sound of mai>.y waters, as the thunder oi\ 
mount Sinai, yet kind and affectionate! What a 
God! What a man! What a God-map, Jesus 
Christ who was crucified ! His pountenance was 
brighter than the Sun shining \i\ ful] splendour. 
For one v^hp, kiiows Him, to think of resisting Hin| 
is impossible. Man is as nothing before His tran- 
^cendaiit fullness qf life : yet while I wajs sunk in a 
trance before His indescribable majesty, I was 
strengthened so as to support this excess of glory. 
I cannot express to you a, hundredth part of what I 
fpight say. Ilnpugh that Jesu^s^ whom I ij^%^c\ktfid^ 
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is Lord of Heaven and Earth, the knowcr of all 
* hearts, the judge of the living and 'of the dead; 
God, the only Son and visible image cif the Al- 
mighty ; God revealed in the flesh. O that you 
could come to Damascus, that I might relate to 
you fiilly what passed within and without me. 
Things unutterable passed indeed ! But these also 
bore the genuine stamp of divinity. O that I could 
fall on your necks, and int^eat you, to consider what 
ye are doing, and to think of what has befallen me! 
He, who has shown unspeakable mercy to me, can, 
show mercy to you also. But despise not his mer- 
cies. His goodwill toward man is as unlimited as 
His power : but brave not that adorable longsufFer- 
ing, which cast me down on the ground indeed, yet 
did not crush me ; which deprived mine eyes of 
sight, yet removed the veil from them in a few days. 
I pray the Fountain of Divine Grace, that He will 
have mercy on you likewise, as He has had mercy 
on me. 

Be not afraid of Him, if ye will turn to Him : 
but dread the rash folly of opposing Him, and those 
whom he loves. The man who persecutes His wor- 
shippers, persecutes Him. He loves them as the ap- 
ple of His eye. Touch not His anointed! Do His 
prophets no harm ! He knows them all by name, 
the streets in which they reside, the houses in which 
they dwell, whatever they say, and whatever they 
do. What David sung of the God of Israel is in 
every point applicable to Him. * He understandcth 



our thoughts afar off ; and there is not a word in our 
tongues, but he knoweth it altogether/ He called 
to me by name from Heaven ; and sent one of those 
He loved to me, where I was praying in solitary 
retirement, O the princely, only incomparable 
One ! Neither the tongues of men nor of angets 
can express His superiority ; there is no magnitude 
can measure His greatness. He speaks, and it is 
done : He commandeth, and it stands fast. Heaven 
and Earth are His, and all the angeU of God are 
His servants. 

O Samma and Joseph, what shall I say to you ? 
I had fellowship in your sin ; niaj^jaj be partakers 
in that grace, which has been bestowed on me ! 

Canyebelievemecapableof tellingyou an untruth ? 
Can ye suppose, that I will suffer my self to be found 
a false witness against God ? If ye believe not mc^ 
whom will ye believe ? If ye doubt my testimony, 
whose testimony can avail with you ? Have I ever 
3?et lied ? Who was more inveterate than I against 
Jesus ? Who less disposed to believe His divinity ? 
Who exceeded me in blaspheming Him ? Were not 
His mercy so inexpressibly great, I should question 
the reality of my former cdnduct. But He has for- 
given me ! has taken away my sins ! He is good 
to me ; He loves me ; He loves me beyond expres- 
sion } O happy man that I am, since I know I am 
"beloved, with a love surpassing that of the tenderest 
and truest friend, by Him whom I hated more than 
a man can hate the vilest of cie^tui^'&X O \Jw^ \»!- 
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desmbablc Jesus the Messiah ! How is He exalted* 
above all our thoughts and comprehension ! What a. 
heavenly king ! What an almighty Lord of lords!; 
All that I can say of Him is nothing. He is Bene* 
volence itself. He i$ Omnipotence itself. O that 
ye did but know Him, how happy would ye be I 
All his enemies must trembly before Him. Before 
Him all his worshippers must dissolve in tejirs of 
joy. He is the fountain of blessings, and desires 
nothing, but that we should be partakers in his 
blessedness. 

O that ye may be blest in Him, the undescriba- 
hlt Eternal, as I am blest in Him ! 

We have shed innocent blood ; but he^ whose in? 
nocent blood was shed, prayed for us. His prayer 
for me was not oflFered in vain. O may ye likewise 
b^ included in his holy, powerful, and benevol^n^ 
prayer ! 

Write me an answer, if ye have any inclination tq 
believe in Jesus : nothing could increa,se my happi- 
ness so much as this. I have no other wish, but ta 
awaken all those, whom I love, to faith in Jesus ; 
and it is my supreme delight, when I can guide others^ 
to that salvation, which through it I have obtained. 
If ye will still blaspheme him, answer me not ; dq 
not heap guilt upon guilt. Ye would blaspheme 
Him, who is , most holy, and most worthy to be 
adored: O do not blaspheme Him, who is most 
adorable and most holy, 
M^y tho grace pf the unspeakable Fouatain o( 



H^xcy he extended to you, as it has hcen to me, 
|he most unworthy servant of His venerable wor- 
jshippers and courageous heralds. Be the name of 
Jesus worshipped by me to all eternity !i — Yea, 
kmen. Eternally. 



LETTER III- 



Saul to Gama;.iel- 



On the change of his opinion with respect to jfesus. 
Narrative of what had happened to him, and account 
of hds feelings on the occasion. 

ity^HAT shall I say, O Gamaliel, my father, 
what shall I say ? If my last letter gave thee pain, 
this will give thee joy. If thy wisdom looked on mc 
with sorrow as one erring, and rashly hastening on 
}n the path of his errour ; thou wilt now bless God, 
and behold me with thankful delight. O Gamadiel ! 
I am no longer what I was : I am newborn, new- 
created. I am a Christian ! Hallelujah ! I am a^ 
Christian. The God of Israel has been unspeika- 
bly merciful to mt in Jesus the Messiah. Yes, all 
ftat Jesus spake and did was the work of God, of 
Cod, and not of man. He who strives against 
Him, strives against God. God is in Him, as he 
Was not before in any of hia muU, vet ^sv>j <& ^Cofe 
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p;t>phecs. I am come to the knowledge of Jcstia the 
Messiah through a miracle of grace. O my &ther ! 
fi^hat I believed to be impossible has actually come, 
t9» pass. Jesus of Nazareth is. mty Messiah, my 
master^ my king, my redeemer ancj judge, my ^ par*, 
doner and sanctifier, my light and my life, my 
Lord and my God. How shall 1 find words to de- 
scribe Hismajesty ; orto express His longsuffering aud 
favour toward me^ tpward me who was arrogance it* 
self ? Whole diys would be too short, my father^ 
to recount to thee His infinite mercies : but it will 
not be unpleasing to thy pateijial heart to leam 
al^ least some of them. 

I was journeying, as thou knowest, from Jerusa- 
lem, with full powers and letters of recommenda* 
lion fix>m our high priests and elders. Beside a ser- 
i;a»t, I had uifxkr my command sevc^ men of tried 
courage, and my own way of thinking, to accompany - 
me^ We were provided with every thing, that 
could promote th^ destruction of the Christians* 
We had concerted all our measures together^ and it 
seemed impossible, that our plan should miscarry. 
It was a joyful day to me ; and I began it with % 
prayer to the God of Israel. 

' God of Israel, if ever Thou didst hear ray voice^ 
hearken to it now, and make me a glorifier of Thy 
name, a successful destroyer of all those, who rebel 
against Thee ! Let Thy holy truth be maintained 
through me ; and let every pernicious errour be ex- 
iiipated by me/ In this manner 1 prayed. 



Damascus was now in sight. My prayers weft 
more fervent, and my eyes looked up to Ilea - 
Ven with greater earnestness. I sti^engthened my- 
self in my duty, when I thought on the resolution 
it required, to accomplish with success the hard task 
of seizing and imprisoning the Christians. The 
words were on my tongue : * I hate them, who hate 
Thee, and persecute them, who persecute Thee,' 

Instantly a dazzling light from the clear sky burst 
ton me, as if twenty flashes of lightning had struck 
me at once. Damascus and every thing around me 
Vanished from my sight. From the midst of the 
light appeared the form of a man, exceeding the 
lustre of the Sun in beauty and splendour. Swift 
as the wind he seemed to approach me ; and called 
with a voice like the sound of many waters^ that 
pierced through my ears ahd into my soul : * Saul, 
Saul, why persfecutest thou ttie !* That He, who 
spoke to me, Was something tnore than mortal, 
could not be doubted. The power and glory of 
His appearance had as it were annihilated every 
thing around Him. Every thing beside Him had va- 
nished from my sight. In my trance, in which I 
still felt myself more alive than ever before during 
my existence, I said to the exalted majestic Being t 
* Who art thou. Lord ?' The answer (O what an 
toswcr thundered, yet affectionately, in my ears !) 
was : * I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou perse- 
cutest.' O Gamaliel! no tongue can describe what 
hy on my hearts A God deciaTCdrofc \.o\fc^^"^'^^- 
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sectitor of a God. A God called himself Jesui of 
Nazareth. I feel in every atom, that I was in the 
presence of an Almighty one ; and this Almighty 
was no other than Jesus ! no other thafi Jesus of 
Nazareth ! ' It is hard for thee/ he continued, * tO 
strive against Me/ My terrour was unboundedj 
."and I am astonished, that I was not instantly a dead 
corpse. I was not a corpse, for the hand of the Al* 
mighty upheld me. V Jesus! Lord!' I said; 
^ what wilt thou have me to do ? Conmiand, and I 
obey; enjoin, 1 have no longer any will but thine/ 
The divine transcendant Majesty lowered itself to 
human form, such perhaps as the dying Stepheq, 
whom, alas! I also persecuted, beheld; and said to 
me in a tone that revived my subdued, depressed 
spirits : ' Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be 
told thee what thou must do.' By degrees the 
brightness disappeared ; He, whom I had seen, va- 
nished from my sight ; and I lay on the ground in a 
trance. When I opened my tyts, all was night. 
The thundering words, ' I am Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom thou persecutest,' incessantly rung in my 
ears. It would be impossible to find words to ex- 
press my shame, repentance, and contrition, or the 
terrour and ecstacy of my soul, smitten to the 
ground and yet forgiven. 

They who were with me, who saw the light but 
not the Lord himself, and heard something like a 
thundering voice, but not the words, when they ob-* 
served, /iiat nothing more was said to me^ and. that 



1 spoke not, came to me, stooped down to me as I 
lay oil the ground, and said : * hearest thou our 
voice ? Dost thou not know us ? O God ! what has 
^fcefallen thee ?' I answered : ' I hear your voices, 
and I know them : I am in my perfect senses, but 
mine eyes are darkened. AH is night around me. 
The splendour of the light has robbed me of the 
sense of seeing. Raise me up, and lead me to Da- 
mascus. I have only one thing to say, the God- 
head whom 1 saw is Jesus the Messiah. The om- 
nipotent Jesus has had mercy on me. I will tell 
you more, when I am more calm. Lead me into 
Damascus, you know whither. Tell no one yet cff 
the incredible event. Return thanks with me to 
'God all of you, that we are still alive, and not cut 
off by that divine Omnipotence, against which wc 
"Were striving. 

My companions were greatly struck; and could 
say little more than, * we have seen and heard in- 
credible things. If what has happened be God's 
work, he will finish it. Meanwhile let us remain 
quiet, attempt nothing against the Christians, and 
await the decision of Heaven/ 

I had neither strength nor desire to speak, yet I 
said : ^ Brethren, the Almighty Jesus has spoken to 
me, as certainly as I am blind : and the impossibi- 
lity of any deception in this may convince you of 
what will follow. As sure as it is no deception, that 
I am led by you, so surely was it no deception, that 
the heaven]/ Jesus conversed mlV tnR.% 
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* 

^ We reached Damascus, * Lead me/ 1 said, * intc 
the street that is called Straight, to the hou|ftof Ju- 
das* Stop no where; seek for no one; excite nc 
attention ; do not come all of you with me, two tc 
conduct me will be sufficient/ 

Judas was waiting at home for me* As soon as he 
beheld me coming, he exclaimed with the utmost as- 
tonishment : ' Is this my Saul? O Saul! what has 
befallen thee ? Why comest thou to me thus hall 
dead ? I scarcely know thee/ I prayed him to be 
silent, and lead me to a retired chamber, saying, 
that something had happened to me on the way. 

* It is strange ?' he said : * as though God were 
displeased with thy journey hither/ — * He is greatl)r 
displeased,* I replied ; * but lead me into a solitary 
place/ — Her' did so. — ^ Now leave me altogether 
alone. 1 want nothing to eat, nothing to drink. I 
must only pray, abase, and humble myself in the 
dust; and again rejoice, that I am still alive, and 
have found grace in the eyes of Him whom I per- 
secuted/ 

He could no longer doubt, that something of 
great importance had happened to me, and he might 
also have learned something from those who were 
with me. O God ! could any two men be more un- 
like, than he who wrote to him but a few days be- 
fore to provide him a lodging in his house, and he 
who now came to occupy that lodging ? 

I was alone^ O what an alone ! Where did my 
iboughts begfxx ? What did I first ? what last t 



* Lord, have mercy upon me!' I cried: 'guide 
T||||^ xny thoughts, that I wander not in infinity, 
tnSrI lose myself not in an unfathomable abyss/ 

The Lord said to me as distinctly as if I had seen 
him before my eyes : * Fear not, Saul !' (O with 
what delight did I hear him call me by name!) 

* for I am with thee. I draw nigh to all, who draw 
nigh to Me : they, who humble themselves before 
Me, shall be saved, Thou shalt testify of Me before 
all the World, Jews and Gentiles, kings and prin- 
ces. Thou shalt suffer many things for my sake, 
and through Me enjoy many things, that shall be 
vouchsafed to no otheri From time to time it shall 
be told thee what thou must do/ 

The inexptessible goodness of the Lord quickened 
and strengthened nae beyond measure. The agony 
which I had felt on account of my past conduct di- 
minished. I was enabled, to weep, to intreat, to 
hope, to pray, to be joyful, to give thanks : and 
soon I had the loveliest vision of the saints whom I 
had persecuted and slain^ and whom the Lord had 
crowned with glory. They embraced me and said : 
We forgive thee, as Christ has forgiven thee. We 
bless thee, as He hath blessed thee. Love thou liim, 
as we love Him : and through Him enjoy that bliss, 
which we enjoy through Him. Stephen likewise 
appeared to me in a glorious crown of victory. 
'Welcome, my brother!' he said: * fellow worship- 
per of Jesus, embrace me. ' Jesus Christ heard my 
prayer for thee. Be now as z^alou^ fet \fcKw; t^s* 
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lliou wast zealous against Him. Live for Him, sufief 
foi- Him, die for Him. Temporal sufferitrj 
short : the joy of being eternally in Christ is be}%hd 
expression.' 

How was I moved, hufhbled, revived by this I 
What a new, clear, and comfortable conception of 
the forgiveness of sins did I acquire ! Had not the 
Lord thus quickened me, how should i have sunk 
in despair ! But, which was the best of all, the 
Lord, who had compassion on me, sent to me Ana- 
nias. What a man in wisdom and spirit, in power 
and in love ! This venerable elder (I had sc^n him 
Before in a vision, and wa^ told who he was by 
name) entered my chamber, where I had lain three 
days in fasting and prayer, in tears of forrow and in 
tears of joy, in contrition and in ecstacy, and said t 
'Brother Saul, fear nothing* I am a messenger of 
good tidings to thee from a gracious Lord, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to thee on the road. 1 know 
all, that has happened to thee. The most merciful 
has had compassion on thee. Yeft however thou 
art only in the porch, on the threshold of that grace, 
which is allotted for thee. The Lord doeth nothing 
imperfectly. Rise up, brother! Through me thy 
lost sight shall be restored. Rise up, take meat to 
strengthen thee, and then come with me to the water^ 
that 1 may baptize thee in the name of Jesus Christ 
the Forgiver of sins. Thy sins shall be put away 
from thee and blotted out. Live henceforth as one 
near born, as one whom Gpd has at this moment 
created an^w with his own h;vtid, •^ ^Uoiv^Va^tt 



JLord, and glorify his name throughout all the re- 
gians of the Earth/ 

He raised me up with both his hands. I embraced 
his knees. He laid his hands on my head, and blessed 
me in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. He then 
touched my eyes with his fingers and said , ' Jesus 
Christ make thee to see, and remove the veil, both 
from thy outward eyes, and from thy inward eyes.' 

On a sudden my eyes were opened, and scales as 

it were fell from them. I saw the holy man before - 

me, embraced his knees with still more affection, 

and never were the beauties of a morning in spring 

so delightful to me as his friendly countenance^ 

* Hallelujah ! I see again :* I exclaimed with a voice 

of adoration : * What a Jesus ! what a Jesus ! He 

taketh away sight, and he restoreth it again in a 

moment !' Ananias embraced me, strengthened me 

with his brotherly words, and conmianded me tc^ 

take meat, which I did in company with him. In 

that short but wellfilled hour how much was said 

of the glory and power, the divine love and allsuffi- 

ciency of Jesus ! 

After ^ I had eaten, he took me in a friendly 
manner by the hand, and questioned me : ' Brother 
Saul, art thou now perfectly conyinced, that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the Messiah, and the Son of God ? 

* I am,' answered I, 'as fully as a man can be con- 
vinced of any thing in this World.' 

* Dost thou heartily repent, that thou bUssjhfixsv^ds.^. 
Him, mid so bitterly peiaecute^tYu&l^w^^^'^^ 
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* I do. I am penetrated with shame and sofrov^ 
and could sink into the Earth, for having so raskly 
persecuted Jesus and His disciples/ 

* Dost thou believe, that Jesus Christ has fall/ 
forgiven all thy sins V 

Yes, I believe it with my iVhole hearti I have 
already experienced many decisive proofs of his infi-» 
nite grace and mercy, so that I dare not in the least 
doubt His love toward me, or that He will for ever 
love me/ 

* Wilt thou be baptized then in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, become one of His disciples, 
and devote the remainder of thy life to Him, and to 
His kingdoin ?' 

, * I desire nothing nl0!*e, and rejoice thereat with 
exceeding great joy/ 

* Come then,* addend he, * in the name of th© 
Lord / and thus saying he led me to a little pool 
near the gate df the city; Therfe four of the disci- 
ples were waiting, who received us with surprise* 
and, as, soon as Ananias had made known to them 
my belief in Jesus Christ, gave me a brotherly em- 
brace. I repeated my confession of faith, and cried 
iiloud: Heaven and Earth, God and Jesus Christy 
ye holy angels, and ye disciples and worshippers 
of Jesus, who are jpresent, bear ye all witness of my 
free and sincere confession : I Saul, of Tarsus in 
Cilicia, once a persecutor of the name of Christ arid 
Jiis church, am come to the knowledge of Him, 

through the transcendant grace o\ ttvy \uOx3l ^xA S3.* 
iour, Jesus the Messiahs 1 ^st^tm Vx ^2aa ^^^v^^x 



bliss of my life, that I can believe with my whole 
heart, and without any doubtings, that Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified, is the true and only 
Messiah, the only begqtten Son of God, the Lord 
of all things, the Judge of the living and of the 
dead, the only King of the kingdoms of Heaven, the 
Head of God's elect, the everlafting and perpetual 
Fountain of all light and of all life, He in whom 
and through whom alone all men may find remission 
of their sins, grace, and salvation. Fraised be His 
holy and divine name for ever and ever. Amen.* 

Tears of joy flowed from the eyps ofthpsewhq 
were present ; they came nigh unto me; two of them 
took oflFmy garments, which the other two held (O 
with thoughts how different from those, with which 
I held the garments of Stephen !) while they Ipd x^o 
thus naked into the water. Thrice I bowed down 
|ny head underneath the water with prayer : when I 
came up out of it they put on me a clean, white robe, 
laid my old garxnents on the ground, and I kneeled 
down upon them, while Ananias stretched forth 
his hands over my head, and uttered the joyful 
words : 

' Saul, thou art washed, (hou ^ cle^sed, thou art 
justified, through the na^x^e of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and through t;he Spirit of our God. Henceforth call 
on the name of Jesus the Messiah, as the name of thy 
^ord and of thy God. The gira^ of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, aixd the fellowship of the 
,Holy Spirit, be with thee I lA^ W^^\s^\^S5&w'^^ 
in Christ Jesus I Amen; 
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Scarcdy had he uttered these words, when ^, mild, 
lovely light descended irorn Heaven upon me. It 
seemed as if I swam in a sea of the purest light and 
fullness of life. A clear bright flame was seen upon 
my head, that seemed to stream into tne, and I fdt a$ 
if I were transported into a new element. I prayed, 
and was entranced in joy inexpressible. The light, 
that sat upon me, shone on the countenances of those 
who stood around, and I was filled with the Holy 
Ghost, was as if wholly created anew, and could 
not find Words to utter my thanks, or expressions for 
my joy. 

In this grace and peace, Q Gamaliel^ I now live, 

and in this will 1 die. O could I but make thee, 

and all whom I love, partakers in some measure oi 

this joy and this grace ! Amen« 

SAUL. 



LETTER IV, 

Saul to Ananias, 

Thanks to him. Account of himself. RecoiU^inendiSi 
himself to his love* Thanh to the Christians at 
Damascus. 

D%AKrTArn^^ IN Christ Jesus J 

*AlL abundance of the grace of Jesus Christ be witli^ 

thee, thou first and best of all ?ny friends ! I fed, khow^ 

jHrd ssty, and c^ pcvcr say cnough> thai tq^ |dl etcr-i 



iTiity I cannot give thee sufficient thanjcs for all thou 
fi^st done for me, thou dearest of the elect, with 
lyhom the Lord converses as frcjcly as with Abrahanj 
;0f old. 

The sense .of diviae love is in thee, and the benc- 
vole|;^t spirit of Jesus beams from thy countenance. So 
long as I huve breath within me, I will honour, love, 
and admire thee, thou worthy favourite and witness of 
Jesus Christ. What patience ^nd forbearance didjit 
ihou display toward the most unw-prthy of men! 
The longsujBFering of Jesus embraced me in thee; 
the Ipvingkindness of Him who is pure love blessecj 
pie through thee. O that thou may est be blest, as 
J wish thee to be blessed ! But the Lord loveth 
thee far more, jhap 1 a wretched son pf J^dam cai^ 
love thee. 

O faith in Je§us, how dost thpu exalt mortal 
man ! O love to Him who is most worthy of being 
beloved, what aflfectionate Good Will dost thou dife 
|use over the countenances of Adam's chil4ren ! 

As God is seen iji Jesus^ ^ Jesus is seen in tbosjR 
wipio are His, 

O my dear brother and father in Christ, can we 
rejoice enough in the inconceivable One, with regard 
f o whom eveiy thing else is nothing I 

From my heart I give thee eternal thanks, that 
thou hast represented to me the divine, jpus as still 
more amiable. The joy and grace, that I received 
through thee and thy blessed and blessing hp^dj arc 
^i infinite, eternal > inesl\vn2\>\^ ^tvo^. 
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Now also something of myaelf. As soon as I had 
escaped from Damascus, through the help of the 
brethren, I was accosted in a friendly manner by a 
man of good appearance, with a stafiF in his hand, 
and girded about the loins, as a messenger travelling 
in haste. He saluted me by my name : * Saul, God 
be with, thee ! Whither goest thou so early in the 
morning ?* I looked in his face, which seemed that 
of some person I had known. ^ Why lookest thou 
at me so earnestly ?' he added. I answered: thou 
scemest to me a stranger, yet liot unknown t and I 
am astonished to' meet thee in this solidary unfre- 
quented place, and hear thee ^all me by my name. 
Wilt thou be ofFexided if I ask, wh6 thou isirk, 
whence thou comest, and whither thou art going ? 
Thy business appears to require haste.' 

* My business/ he replied, * is nearly done. On 
thy account was I sent hither, to show thele the way 
thou shalt go,' and guard thee against th6 snares t)f 
thine enemies/ He* then described t6 trie with ex- 
actness the path I should take: told me whom I 
should meet on the road, warned me whom to shun, 
and directed me where to tany. He then added : 

* Mynahie is Christocolus, and my ojEcie is to guide 
the worshippers of Christ.' I know thy whble'hisr 
tory, ahdhow the' Lord has hai mercy on thee. I 
stood by thy side, when thou wast strtick down 
blind from thy hdrse hear Damascus: I accompa- 
nied thee unseen into the city : and was with thee 
upperceived. y^t not inactive, duntv^ t\i^ xVxt^ *ajj\ 



that thou fastedst, weepedst and prayedst, I 
strengthened thine eyes to bear the light, when the 
scales fell from them, 1 kept thine enemies at a dis- 
tance, when the brethren let thee down by the wall 
i^a basket. In a word, the Lord hath appointed 
ine^«n)e thy guardian angel. Thy faith in the Lord, 
whom i~adore, is my delight: and thy love toward 
Him and all His saints my pleasure. In whatever 
perils thou mayest be, fear nothing ; as long as thou 
firt faithful, I must not quit thee in any danger/ 

* Praised be the Lord,' I cried, ' who has had 
mercy on me, whose arm is stretched out over me, 
and whose protecting eye continually watches for 
ine. I will tem'ain faithful till death to Him who is 
the Truth; and rejoice in Him, wherever I discern 
His hand/ 

The guardian angel kindly smiled on me, clothed 
himself in light,' and disappeared. 

With what joy, gratitude, and devotion I pro- 
ceeded, and what cburage filled my breast, thou 
wilt easily conceive. Every thing happened just as 
the angfel of the Lord had foretold me. I had no 
longer any doubt, that my journey would be pros- 
perous, ^nd that I should be kindly received by the 
brethren, to whom thou recommendedst me in thy 
letters^ * I meditated devoutly, with many tears of 
shame and joy, on my past life. I myself was the 
greatest miracle. * What a miracle of forbearance and 
fnercy ! O God ! what were the thoughts of my 
^mshed mind? — My coniacX. xw«»^ ^^ V^ 
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Stephen ; my rage against the Christians ; my in^* 
tention to deliver thee thyself, Ananias, into the 
hands of the murderers of Christians; my journeys 
to Damascus ; my prayers, my hopes, my convert 
^tion with my companions; thcA the appearance 
pf the Lord, and the perception of His glorious 
majesty and pf His grace, which will eternally rer 
main imprinted on my inmost soul j His directing 
jne to thee^ my three days blindness, t]it vision I had 
of thee, thy coming to me, thy most courteous and 
|)r6therly voice, thy comfortable words, the laying 
of thy hands upon me with blessing, the restoration 
of my sight, my baptism, rny participation in the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the joy with which I 
bore testimony to that Jesus whom I had reviled ; 
the surprise, the doubts, the joy of the Christians 
in Damascus; the astonishment, the dread of the 
Jews in that city, and their rage against me ; the 
€are the disciples there took of me, and thou in par- 
ticular, O never to be forgotten Ananias— all these 
ihings passed through my mind in the clearest and 
most delightful manner, though not unmixed with 
terrour. 

While I write to thee, I praise my God with tear^ 
of joy. May God bless thee with a thousand bless- 
ings ! The Lord grant likewise, that I may be a joy to 
thee, and if possible a blessing, as long as thou livest ! 
O may God hear my fervent prayers for thee, as He 
hath heard thy fervent and deVout prayers for me! 
Amen^ ,. 
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Paul to Titus* 
Exhortations^ warningSy instructions^ doctrina^ 

DEAR TITUS? 

i 

jljLT the mention of thy name my heart leaps within 
mCy and every thought of thee gives me plea^ui?e^ is 
the sight of Jesus Christ ; for tl^ou walkest in the 
truthy and the pure knowledge of Christ is in thee. 
Thou art stedfast in the faith, active in love, pati- 
*|Bpt in suffering, sober amid temptations to- ungodl j 
lusts^ careful to act worthily^ nipt only before the 
Lord, but before men also* 

O noble youth, do not depart from the way of 
light, i»te> which thou l^ast been led by the hand of 
God ! Continue a pattern Qf ev.ery: humaii vixtw 
and perfection* Become daily more firm in thc:^ 
faith, more joyful in hope, more fervent in love, 
more conscientious in the discharge of thy duty, more 
confident in God under every trial, more humble on 
every advancement, more spiritual and animated 
with every Sun, that the Lord suffers to shine upQn 



I know, that thoU wilt remain fii^m tb the truti, 
to which thou hast born witness, even unto the end^ 
But I know also the perils and temptations, with 
which thou art daily beset on all sides. I speak not 
now of dangers and persecutions from the Heathen* 
God will teach thee to overcome these more easily 
than many others, I speak of the temptations of 
false teachers, who with subtle art and seductive elo- 
quence will endeavour to lead aside many wavering 
touls from the way of truth and life. There are 
some, who wear such an appearance of pi^ty, hu- 
mility, and cofnpassionate benevolence, that thejf 
would ahwost ensnare and deceive the very elect. 
But the chief thing is wanting : their heart is not 
right toward Jesus Christ ; they tnjoy indeed the 
superior light, that they have attained through the 
meaji?s tjf Him ; but they seek to shine in and by 
this light, and then to dazzle with their own wis- 
dom, which of a truth is not the pure wisdom of 
the Gospel. They speak only with cold reverence 
or respect of Christ Jesus ; but in many things they 
are not right in Him, and yet it is certain, tfusU he 
iots not believt Christ in his heart, who is not perfectly 
right in Him in all things. He who receives Him not 
wholly, has not received Him at alL These elbquent 
men have indeed strict morals,, which give them an 
appearance of holiness ; yet they indulge themselves 
and their -flocks in many things, which Christ of a 
certainty would never have permitted. They loose 
what He hath made fast, aud Vm^ nsV*^ Yi.^ V^fioc 
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loosed. They lead imperceptibly from love to ha-* 
tred, and from patient bearing with others to judg-i* 
ing theiii rigdfouslyi They lead aside from Christ, 
^m cordial love toward Him, and from affectionate 
resignation tb Him. They substitute for the living 
spirit of Christ a hibsaic, nay a mbr^ than mosaic 
legal justification. 

Suffer not thyself to be seduced by these : and 
watch over them, whom they may be able to seduce; 
Preach thou so much the more clearly, fully, and 
purely, the simple doctrine of the Gospel. The 
nobler love, and heavenly conversation and beha- 
viour, both of thyself and of thy hearers, will 
evince the pure simplicity of your faith. The liv- 
ing and loving Christ is visible in you. Though 
young men like thee are more open to the seductions 
of these eloquent false teachers, who have no oth€r 
aim, but to root Christ out of men's liearts, plant 
there a more refined law-work of their own, and at 
length make themselves the objects of adoration, do 
thou, my dear Titus, hold fast the truth thou hast re- 
ceived ; and let nothing be to thee holy, however 
holy it may appear, that withdraws the heart from 
Christ, makes him less indispensable, and endea- 
vours to set up something instead of Him, which 
4iall throw Him into the shade. 

Now I must tell thee, that I enjoy much com- 
fort in my bonds. The first persons of the city 
ure not ashamed of my chain, and the most noble 
visit me in my prison, 1 want lot ivot\i\ts^. Often . 
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1 have more than enough ; and I share my super- 
fluity with the soldier who is appointed to keep mc, 
or with some one poorer than myself. I had lately 
a considerable present in money from an unknowil 
hand, with this letter : ' Do not despise this feeble 
mark of my unspeakable gratitude for all thou hast 
done for me and my house. Let thyself want for no* 
thing. I have more than sufficient^ and thou shalt 
not want, while thou art in bonds for Christ^s sake. 
God forbid!' ' 

Thou seest how unceasingly the Lord careth for 
me. My God is thy God also* Be faithful to Him, 
as I strive to be faithful : and thou wilt have daily 
experience of his goodness, as I daily experience it. 
With Him there is no respect of persons. He who 
trusts in him will never be brought to shame. Him 
by whom He is honoured He will also honour. He 
will supply the wants of him who lives for His cause* 
'He forgets us not a single moment. We know Him^ 
and are blessed in our knowledge and our love« 
The grace of God be with thee. 

PAUL, 
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LETTER 11. 

Paul to Timothy. 

Characteristics of a true and of a false Christian. Ex* 
hortationSy promises^ blessings. 

DEAR SON IN ChRIST ! 

ENFOLD grace be on thee, and blessings i 
hundifed fold oh all thou dofest ! O how often am I 
with thee ia spirit^ and bless thee in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ! Since I saw thee I have had 
much joy, and much sorrow. Many have turned 
to the Lord, of whom I had but slender expecta- 
tions ; and many, of whom I had great hope, still 
hold back. Many of those who believe have advan \ 
€ed greatly. Many appear to me to stand stilly 
and to have grown faint. Eubulus hath given glo- 
rious proofs of his Christian charity toward one of his 
bitterest enemies, with a degree of humility that re- 
joiced my heart. Junia hath withdrawn herself out 
of the hands of a cunning seducer, with religious 
prudence. Sergius hath boldly opposed and put to 
silence an eloquent sophist, who sought to turn him 
aside from the faith. Claudia hath been mighty in 
i^lmsgiving, and hath done much for the stranger and 
for the sick. Lucius hath appropriated his house to 
the reception of brethren from foreign parts. Clau- 
-dms hath built a room tor the §»aml?» to ^'a^cmblein. 



65 

FlorUs hath forgiven a slave who robbed him ; con- 
verted the slave, who was touched by his compas- 
sion, to the Christian faith ; and set him free. Pub- 
lius hath taken Care of a very poor family ^ and sup- 
plied them with necessaries, and the means of earn- 
ing their bread. Longinus hath forgiven Cyril a 
considerable debt, and will not even receive thanks 
for it. His pious wife Aia has done the^ same to a 
poor neighbour, and with the same humility. Ni- 
ger went in pursuit of a slave that had robbed him 
and run away into the wilderness, fell an his knees 
before him, and, intreating him to come back, swore 
before God and Jesus Christ, that no harm should 
come to him. The slave trasted his master, raised 
him from the ground, fell at his feet^ prayed for for- 
giveness, and returned what he had stolen. This 
his master bestowed in alms, and made the slave a 
brother and friend in Christ. The patience, meek- 
ness, gentleness, and sobriety of Julia wrought so 
on her unbelieving husband, that he listened to the 
grounds of her belief, was moved, attended at the 
hours set apart for those who are desirous of in- 
stiuction, and was converted. Timoleon, a fiery, 
proud, enterprising youth, full of wit and spirit, 
wrote satires on Christ and his disciples, read them 
to a friend, and lost first his speech, thep his hear- 
ing. His heart smote him : he humbled himself be- 
fore God, and sent for me, saying : * Come and 
have pity on me !' I went to him : with a look of 
deep contrition he gave me tV\e VTvyi\\o\x% ^tn^wnj^^ 

1 
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made a sign that I should tear them in pieces, and 
iutreated me with broken sounds and trembling 
hands. The Lord took pity on him : my heart burned 
within me : I ventured to lay my hands upon him : 
his speech and hearing were restored : he fell on his 
knees, worshipped Jesus, was baptized, and is now a 
pattern for Christians. 

Welcome, O. Timothy^ as these accounts will 
prove to thee, to which I could easily add many 
more, those that follow will be as unpleasing, Alas ! 
I must repeat to thee, not all, who call themselves 
Christians, do honour to the holy name they assume. 
There are not a few weak, not a few false brethren. 
1 will not speak of those, of whom my own heart 
only, my unerring feelings, say : * would to God 
they were as sincere, as they wish to be thought !' I 
speak of those, whom I know by their actions : God, 
who knoweth all hearts, will judge the rest. How 
many, alas ! have no true knowledge of God, no 
love of Christ, no readiness to venture, to give up, 
to sacrifice. any thing for Him. Excuses are never 
wanting. They are even hardhearted toward tht 
gentiles, who abandon their superstitions, their coun- 
try, and their goods, for the sake of Christ. 

I do not speak of kindly receiving them with open 
arms. They judge them with severity, and speak 
evil of those who do this. They afflict the most 
worthy : they give offence to those who would not 
ofFend feven an enemy. O how blind to the truth in 
Christ Jesus ! — Others are pu\AVc\y ^V\&^ Xo Axwxvk- 
"^nncss and lusts. Others arc sc\fvs\\, co\^vq\xs, >\t\- 



just, and insincere in their dealings. Others are 
proud, ambitioirs, greedy of honours, and cannot 
even forego their desire of the uppermost seats at 
our love-feasts or in eating the Lord's supper, 
which wounds my very souL O beloved Timothy, 
liow can such esteem themselves disciples of the humble, 
loving, disinterested, pure, and holy Jesus ? May 
God remove the veil from their tycs, and loose them 
from the snares of the Adversary ! 

We, my beloved, will walk unblamably before 
the eyes of our most holy Lord ; and in no wise suf- 
fer ourselves to be led astray from the rule of faith 
and life, that is set before us. The protecting eye of 
our faithful Lord is ever upon us, and ceases not to 
arcgard us with sanctifying love. O happy they, 
who trust in Him ! We know Him, the know- 
ledge of whom is true life, and to love whom, and 
to know that He loves us^ is supreme blessedness. 
This blessedness wish I to thee, and to myself, and 
to all Christians or not Christians who are like thee, 
xny ever dear son and brother in the Lord. The 
^race of the Lord be with thee, and his spirit be 
"with thy spirit ! Amen* 

PAUL- 



Letter hi. 

Paul to Apollos, 

Tht grand aim and spirit of the Holy Scriptures^ 
Christ the soul of all. How we should proceed in, 
teaching these things, 

4 

MY BELOVED ApOLLOS ! 

IVl AY a new portion of the light of the Spirit fati 
on thfee daily ? 

Much grace is given fhcQ, irid more will be given 
thee daily, for what is given thee thou makest use of 
and sanctifiest. Thou searchest more and more into 
the Holy Scriptures, aiid ^tablishest more and nlore 
deeply the revelation' of our \God. No man can 
meditate too much thereon^ Thou doest well, in 
that thou comparest prophet with prophet, promise 
with promise. Only I intreat thee, brother, that 
thou give thy chief attention to the principal point i 
and this principal point, which few seem to have 
divined, in my mind is, that not only all that is 
good, great, heroic, praiseworthy, which is said of 
any of those who were beloved of God, is appli- 
cable to Jesus of Nazareth, and is displayed in Hinx 
in the highest degree and in the most lively manner 5 
but that whatever is said by Moses, by the prophets, 
or in the Psalms, of the great and incomparable 



God of Israel, may and ought to be said of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. What David says 
of Jehovah: * Of old hast thou laid the foundation 
of the Earth ; and the Heavens are the work of thy 
hands :' is true of Him, whether David thought of Him 
or not. It may be said tq Him with propriety and 
truth : ' Thou art the same, and thy years shall have 
no end/ To our truly divine Jesu§ of Nazareth, 
and of Him, may be justly said : ' Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord of hosts, and the whole Earth is full of 
bis glory/ Jesus, as the visible Jehovah, which 
He, who was before Abraham, certainly was, might 
say of Himself; ' I am the God of Abraham, snid the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob: I am that I am/ 

This great mystery, beloVed Apollp3, must lie at 
the bottom of our soul, must fill our whole heart : 
but it must be preachpd \yith great prvideqce and 
caution. To thp Jews it is a stuipbling-bloqk, and 
to the Greeks' foolishness. Few C2tn ri^concile the 
idea of a God witb t|iat qf one crucified : yet he, 
who doth not unite both in one, neither knows 
Christ, nor the pdculiar doctrinp of the Gospel. 
The enemy of all truth would rob us even of this 
essential, even of this which makes Tesus the Christ. 
And^ what is worse, not only Jews and Gentiles 
revolt against this, but often Christians and teach- 
ers pf Christianity likewise. 

What, ^hen, must be done ? This great mystery, 
on which our hopes and our salvation depend, must 
fiot be nakedly displayed and peremptorily asserted 
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at the beginning. It is the conclusion, the sum of 
great and undei^iable facts^ With these facts we 
must set out, 

* The man, Jesus of Nazareth, thus began his 
public life. Thus he was announced by John, the 
iiliraculous son of Zacharias and Elizabeth. This 

a. ! • • • 

inspired tn'aQ, before Jesus had done any thing in 
public, said of him the greatest things, and what 
could be said of no mortal and sinful man without 
blasphemy : " He that cometh from Heaven is above 
all, I am not worthy to unloose the latchets of his 
shoes. The Father hath given all things into his 
hand." What might be expected of Hira, of whom 
the prophet could say these things ? What more 
than human things ! what more than human deeds ! 

* He made his ?ippearance in public, and allowed 
himself to be baptized by John, in whom the di-r 
vine credentials of the love of truth were incontes- 
tible, as an initiatory step to a new and heavenly 
life. What happened then? The Heavens were 
opened on the newly baptized, whom John wor- 
shipped as a God. The Spirit of God descended 
upon Him like a dove, and remained upon Him : 
and a voice from Heaven said, " This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well-pleased." What this voice 
affirmed, all the subsequent acts of Jesus testified. 
In the name of the Father He did the Father's 
works. He was as the Almighty in human form. 
Had He never called himself the Son of God, Hi^ 
ijvorks would have proved Him so to every unpre- 



judiced Israelite who sought the truth. The man 
Jesus acted as the God of Israel. He healed those 
who were 'mc^0i^,y: and forgave sins, that no one 
but God Gould fqi'giV'e* He commanded the winds 
and the waves^^;i^^ath and the grave, and not only 
inferiour natute biH ;S|>iri^ also: the devils were 
forced to obey Him, and angels to serve Him. He 
knew what was known t6 no man ; and foretold what 
no man could foresee. His form was the form of a 
man, His sufferings the sufferings of a man : but 
His words were the words of God, His works the 
works of God. What more can be required of a 
man ? what more of a God in human form ? If 
He be not worthy to be adored by us, who can ever 
be worthy of adoration ? If He have not a claim 
to our own heart, and to our unbounded trust in 
Him, who else can ?' 

If, my beloved Apollos, the heart be won to 
Christ, be ravished by Him ; if the heart feel His 
all-sufficiency and indispensableness, and have full 
confidence in Him ; if the heart long after this One 
Eternal, and Incomparable, by whatever name He 
be cajled ; the grand point is gained, The heart is 
always ready to pray to wjiat it loves and honours 
iibove all things. And He who honours, loves, and 
adores the Lord above all things^ will soon experi- 
ence Him to be the most mighty and worthy to be 
loved, by the side of whom nothing however great 
or lovely can be placed. When a man has experi-^ 
enced this, and be cannot but experience it, the 
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cross of Him who was crucified becomes no longer a 
stumbling-block ; and the throne on the right hand 
of God for Jesus the Messiah, who was slain, ap- 
pears in it's proper place* He will adore nothing 
but crucified Onmipotence. 

This thou hast experienced; this have I, And 
O may a|l, who hear of a crucified Almighty 
through us, or through any others, experience ^ 
likewise. 

Grace be with thee I 

PAUL. 



LETTER IV. 



Paul to Erastus.. 



On the ascension of the Lord into Heaven, which was 
shown to Paul in a vision* 

W HAT has been imparted to me, my dear bro- 
ther in the Lord. Iwill impart to thee also. The 
mercies of the Lord toward me are great. O bro- 
ther! the Lord leaveth nothing unfinished. The 
grace bestowed yesterday is followed by. fresh grace 
to 4ay. The whole history of Jesus, from his early 
youth till he ascended up into Heaven, has been 
as fully shown me in an open vision, as if I had 
. been a waking, living, eye and ear witness of i^. 
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At present however I shall spealj only of Qur Lord's 
§§censipn, or departure from his own. 

I was busied in prayer, apd on a sudden all 
things around me vanished {ron\ my sight. I was 
present in spirit at the triumphant day of our Lord. 
I beheld his departure from Earthy aii4 ascent into 
Heaven, 

A great many of the disciples, both men and wo- 
men, had assembled early in the morning on the 
Mount of Olives, on the side that looketh toward 
Bethany. I saw them come, few alone, but most 
of them hand in hand, or arm in arm. They ap- 
peared serene, composed, loying, and the more 
cheerful as their numbers increased. It was a dc* 
lightful sight. He himself too came, no man kneir 
how. . He, the Eternal One, of whom I scarce 
dare speak, arjd 3till less dare to be silent. With 
undescribabla dignity and calmness, as a God and 
as a brother, he came among them. What food was 
there for contemplation, for wonder, for sensibility! 
How little is every thing compared with the Lord ! 
How did he come and stjind there, and enter among 
them ! With what words shall I describe to thee 
the humanity of Him, who is worshipped by all the 
angels of God ? With what words the divinity of 
Him, who on the cross explaimed, * My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me ?' How shall I de- 
scribe to thee His majesty and simplicity ? In Him 
appeared the king of kings, and one who was Yiot 
j^hamed to call us ITrethrcn. He came not in th<{ 
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form of a God, yet no man could be compared with 
Him, and the King of all the angels of Heaven was con- 
spicuous in Him. He was not attended by a train of 
guards ; and yet He was a« if a numerous host accom- 
panied Him, the Only One. How little do I express, 
when I say he was distinguishable as the absolute One 
in an undescribable manner ! Every thing in Him 
was pleasing; every thing excited admiration, re- 
verence, and love. I know not how I felt, when 
he ascended the mount. Serenity went before 
Him, and peace diffused itself wherever He set his 
foot. In Him every thing that can be conceived or 
desired of human beauty appeared conlbined. Every 
step announced a divinity ; every motion of the hand 
proclaimed the King of worlds ; ever}'- gesture dis- 
played the most perfect of mankind. His counte- 
nance was benevolence itself. Heavenly fragrance 
seemed to spread around Him; and vital energy 
flowed perceptibly from Him, wherever He cast His 
I jeye. All approached Him as the king of Israel : 
and all were free to approach Him, as Benjamin his 
brother Jose|)h. It was as if He had banished all 
fear and apprehension from eyery heart : the whole 
company surrounded Him on the right hand and 
on the left, and followed after Him. To every one 
who approached Him, every one whose heart felt an 
Impulse to contemplate Him, He said something 
in such a tone of voice as I never yet heard from man. 
Angels have spoken to me many times since I saw the 
-^ordj and their voice is lovely beyond description ; 



yet it is not to be compared to the voice of Jesus. 
O how can I describe to thee the humanity of his 
divine voice ! 

To John he said : * Son of Zcbedee, if thou re- 
main in Me, thou remainest in love ; if thou re- 
main in love, thou remainest in God : forget not, 
that thou leanedst on the breast of Him, who is the 
life, the life eternal, who was with the Father, and 
is revealed unto you/ To Simon Peter he said : 

* Where I am, there shall my servant be also : he 
who suffers with Me, shall rule with Me. Be thou 
the first and the last of my disciples.* To Thomas : * I 
remain thy Lord and thy God.* To Nathaniel : 

* Blessed are they that are pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.* To Mary Magdalen: * She, to 
whom much hath been forgiven, loveth much.' To 
His mother, whose hand He pressed : * Blessed art 
thou, not because all the nations of the Earth shall 
call thee blessed, but because the more thou art lifted 
up and exalted, the more thou humblest thyself.' To 
Nicodemus : * As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whosoever believeth in Him may not pe- 
rish, but have eternal life/ To Joseph of Arima- 
thea : * Wherever my Gospel is preached, through- 
out the whole World, there what thou hast done 
for me shall be told to thy honour/ In this manner 
did he speak words of comfort to many. He reached 
the summit of the mount : no foot was heiard to fall : 
jthe stillness W45 profoutid; i\i VftA. ^t^k-^^ 'CssKs?^.- 
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sclvts as it were of their own accord in a circle, 
which he closed, as the jewel closes the ring. For 
a few moments he was silent : no sound was heard : 
all eyes were fixed upon Hiim. He did' not shine 
forth, but He was undescrihably lovely and majes- 
tic. The King of Heaven and Earth, who had 
^een the servant of servants, was every moment, 
every twinkling of an eye, still more conspicuous in 
his whole form, in every limb, in every gesture and 
movement. As He opened His mputh, calmly, 
stretched out His hands over the whole circle,* and 
all, as if impelled by an invisible power, fell on 
their knees, and worshipped Him with clasped 
hands ; what on Earth, or in Heaven, c^n be con- 
ceived more grand! How divine, how human, how 
paternal, how brotherly, how royal, and how af- 
fectionate were his last words! ' I depart from 
you ; yet I ^remain with you. I go to Him who 
sent Me : and yet Ip, I am with you always even 
unto the end of thp Wprld. My p^ace I give unto 
you, not as the World giveth : Let not your heart 
be troubled, neifl^er let it be afraid. I go to my 
God, and (o your Gpd, to my Father, a;id your 
Father. I came forth from, my father, and came 
into the World : now I ^eave the World, and go to 
my Father. In ^ly Father's house are many man- 
sions : I go to prepare a place ^or you, and for aU 
who believe in Me through your words : and if I 
go I will come again, and receive you to myself, that 
wiere I am ye msLj be ajso. My children, Ipve ov,^ 



Another, as I have loved you. I would gather to 
Me all men, as a hen gathcreth her brood under her 
wings. 

' He, 'who lovcth those whom I love, loveth Mc. 
Children, I go from you, and return to you again. 
The Spirit of my Father shall come unto you, and 
yt will remain in Mc, and I in you. If ye con- 
tinue in Me, I will continue iti vou. Heaven and 
Earth shall pass away, but My word shall not pass 
away. 

* All power in Heaven and Earth is given into 
My hands: he, who hath Me, hath eternal life ; and 
he, who seeth Me, seeth Him that sent Me/ 

While He spake thus a clear bright cloud de- 
scended from Heaven. The nearer it drew to the 
mountain and to the Lord, the brighter and jnore 
shining it became : the Lord too put on a lustrous 
appearance, and his garments were white as snow. 

The bright cloud received the Lord into it's shin- 
ing bosom : He ascended slowly and majestically : 
and the brightness of the cloud diffused a beautiful 
light over the adoring circle. This brightness pre- 
pared them to bear the mild indeed yet radiant glory, 
that beamed forth from the Lord. A celestial fra- 
grance was shed by the heavenly cloud. All eyes 
were bent on the Lord, whose hands and eyes were 
raised toward Heaven. Tears bedewed the cheeks 
of the beholders, whose silent adoration was alter- 
nately interrupted by hallelujahs, till both He and 
the cloud vanished in the Heiv^T&% 
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LETTER V. 

Paul' TO Aquila and Priscilla. 

On the duties of their calling. News : exhortations : 

doiCttines. ' 

9 

BELOVED BROTHER AND DEAR SISTER IN ChRIST ? 

X HE grace of God and my Saviour be with you f 
I rejoice at the good tidings ye give me of your- 
selves. I rejoice at the daily increasing conviction, 
* that the Lord ever helps us through ; that the 
Lprd never forsakes those who trust in Him/ 

I am well pleased likewise, that ye are not weary 
of your calling, and endeavour to gain your own 
bread by the daily labour of your hands. The 
blessings of the Lord be on you, and your labour, 
and cause it to prosper. 

I too am obliged to labour here with my own 
hands, and not a little : and while I work I often 
think with admiration on our Lord, who with the 
greatest humility worked so many years in the shop 
of his fosterfather Joseph ; and bowed his neck with 
filial submission and patience to the yoke of poverty 
and daily labour for bread. We will not be greater 
than our Master ; we will not be ashamed of that, 
of which he was not ashamed. We will rather la- 



"bour^ than be a burden to others. We will also avoid 
the appearance of preaching the Gospel for the sake 
of worldly gain. The more industrious we are in our 
earthly calling, the less will God sufFer us to want 
many supports, helps, and blessings. I have daily 
proofs of the watchfulness of divine Providence over 
me and my bodily sustenance. The Lord is more 
attentive to us and our situation, than any friend, 
or than we ourselves can be. He loves us more than 
we love ourselves. If he often seem harsh and se- 
vere, when he exposes us to painful sufferings ; 
scarcely can a tear drop from our sorrowful eye 
turned toward Heaven, scarcely can a sigh es- 
cape from our oppressed bosom, ere his friendly 
countenance is displayed to us, unexpected comfort 
or perfect help is brought near, and a new mark of 
his favour appears, for which this bitter trial had as 
it were paved the way. 

I must likewise communicate to you some tidings, 
which certainly will not be unwelcome. 

At Corinth I becan>e acquainted with a pious fa- 
mily, of the name of Cneus Julia, whose friendship 
gave me much pleasure. The desire of learning, 
love of truth, meekness, and benevolence, there 
went hand in hand with industry, orderliness, sobri- 
ety, and devotion. Ye may rely on their brotherly 
and Christian dispositions, and their faithful attach- 
ment to the Lord. 

Measonius and his wife too give me much joy by 
their discreetness and amiable benevolence. Thej^ 
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have takien carfe of a deserted orphaii, arid brought 
her up in the Christian faith, so that she is become 
one of the elect of the Lord ; they hztVe likewise al- 
lowed a weekly pension to a poor man, who was 
blind ; and have sold their carriage and horses, that 
they might be enabled to afford the more assistance 
to the saints* 

Neologus is zealous in ihe plerfdrmance of good, 
works in secret. J t is by accident alone we come tO 
the knowledge of them. Me sfends considerable alms 
to persons by night, and by unknown hands : the 
messehcrer delivers what he is charged with at the 
door, and is out of sight, before there is time to 
ask him any questions. He Sends physicians to the 
sick, pays them himself, and tio one knows from 
whom they corne t and whatever succour may be ne- 
cessary, he takes care that it shall be furnished. 

What pleases me greatly in Menander, and in 
this he is not imitated by so many Christians as I 
could wish, is his noble and benevolent disposition 
even toward the Heathen. He remembers the word 
of the Lord: * Cod maketh his Sun to rise on the 
€\"il and on the good/. Are not the Gentiles men 
as we are ? Is not our God their God likewise ? 
Did not Christ die for them also ? Hoiv many hath. 
God already called, and distinguished as His elect ! 
and how can they be gained by the hardheartedness 
of Christians, or without kindness toward them ? 

Thus, my beloved, God leaves me not without 
jQccanions of joy fulness. He cotvimually demands 



my sincerest thanks, and my stedfast trust in Him. 
O let us ever look up to Him with gladness as His 
children, and rejoice in Him daily more and more ! 
Let us walk before Him without blame ; never 
doubting Him; cleaving to Him more firmly; and 
making Him our refuge in all our afflictions ! 

Whatever may assail us from without, let us be 
tranquil in Him, and for His sake. Let us never 
be weary of doing what we can, when we cannpt do 
what we would. ' Whoso hath, our Lord used often to 
say, and useth what he hath, to him shall be given, 
and in more abundance.* How often have we al- 
ready experienced the truth of these words ! 

O my beloved, let us remain faithful to Him who 
is most faithful, that we may be blessed through 
Him who is most blessed. Amen. 

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you. 

PAUL^ 



LETTER IV, 

Paul to Lydia, 

4 

Thanks : conjirmation in the faith : insttuctions : en- 
couragements : recommendation of a travelling bro- 
ther : salutations. 

B2L0VED SISTER IJj ChRIST ! 

J Willingly acqu^nt thee how we are as soon as 
it is in my power, for 1 kxvov^ \<\vaS. ^-axv ^^\x x.-Jis^^^ 
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in every thing that concerns us* We are in good 
health, joyful, every where well received, and God 
hath blessed our words, and the power of the Lord 
has beei^ with us to the healing of many. 

iBut above all things I thank thee heartily for the 
motherly and sisterly love, wherewith thou receivedst 
us, and for the benefits which thou heapedst upon 
us. The Lord reward thee for what thou didst 
unto us, and for what more thou wouldst have done; 
and never let thee want true friends, to acknow* 
ledge thy love with humility, thankfulness, and 
blessings. 

Thy love toward us displayed itself particularly 
in thy tender pity for our sufFerings, which were 
not small. Great were the injuries done us in open 
defiance of all laws : but thy compassion was lovely, 
noble, arid active, and alleviated our bitterest af- 
flictions. O what wouldst thou not have done, 
what didst thou not do, to mitigate our pains ? God 
reward thee, not only hereafter, but here also, 
through us and without us, for thy true love and 
unwearied services ! 

Let what we have undergone teach thee, devout 
Mster, that we cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven but through many tribulations : let it teach 
thee, that we must not reckon upon a single day 
free from sorrows here below ; and that our flesh 
must be humbled in all manner of ways, lest it get 
the upper hand of the spirit, which of itself always 
desireth that which is good, L.^t Vl X^^Ai vJci^^^ xJaal 



the divine mercy never forsakes them, who lean sted- 
fastly on the Lord, and least of all when they ap^ 
pear xbost forsaken : and that His regard for His . 
own, and especial care of them, will be most con- 
spicuous, when they appear to be completely over- 
whelmed by the violence of the ungodly. What 
has happened to us will also teach thee, that there is 
no danger so great and imminent, which the power 
of the Lord cannot avert ; no suflFering so severe, 
but he can impart comfort and strength to our souls 
more than equal to it's endurance ; no wickedness 
so cunning, no jnalignant fury of persecution so di- 
abolical, but he can unmask, put to shame, silence^ 
and entangle in it's own snares. 

Fear nothing on our account. The God of Jacob 
is our shield, and the King of Israel our breast- 
plate. He will never be ashamed of us, npr with- 
draw His hand from us, though He may appear for 
a time to have forgotten and forsaken us. In the 
hottest moments of persecution, when He was least 
to be expected, He stood forward and said : * Here 
I am : touch not mine anointed ; do my prophets 
no harm.' 

And He who protects us, Lydia, is thy God and 
protector also, and will show himself to be such in 
all thy sufiFerings and afflictions. Thy prayers and 
almsdeeds will be held by Him in everlasting re- 
membrance; and the blessings, which His Spirit 
bath put intQ our mouths, will assuredly rest upon 
jiicc. Cod will li^cver repent o^ "Ki^ ^^^^ Vt\^^^^- 
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niiseSj His blessings. vThou art and remainest 
blessed of the Lord: My heart is never backward 
- in praying for thee : when I think of thee, my lips 
overfloiv with godd wishes. The Spirit often 
prompts me to do this for thee, and thereby know I 
how dear thou art in the eyes of God, and how 
rnahy great blessings He hath ordained for thee be- 
yond thousands of others. Remain stedfast there- 
fore in thy Christian faith : remain in thy meekness 
and simplicity: commune often in secret with the 
Lord. His ear is open to all, who present them- 
selves before Him in the spirit. O enjoy that free- 
dom of faith and prayer, which he hath bestowed on 
thee, His chosen above thousands. Let thy days be 
filled with works that are pleasing to God, and 

• welcome the saints ; for what thou dost unto them 
thou dost unto the Lord* - 

I commend to thee in particular Erasttts, one 
of the brethren, who in a few weeks will be at Phi- 
lippi. . He rejoiceth in the hope of seeing thee^. 
I need not say to thee : * Welcome him, as thou. 

• wouldst welcome me.' He is a true servant of Christ, 
who would freely give all he hath, and his life also for 
the Lord. Conimend him also to the brethren* 
He is extremely modest, temperate, wants little, is 
thankful for the least, and a man abounding in 
wisdom and humility. His visit will be a blessing 
to thee and to the brethren. Ye will eat the Lord's 
supper together *. the Lord be in the midst of you, 

and give you in spirit to •p^it'ake cA ^Y^^^^dy and 



His blood ! May the majesty of the Lord shed upon 
you it's mildest yet most powerful beams, that ye 
may be penetrated with His glorious, most blessed, 
and most blessing humanity, that ye may be anointed 
and pervaded by his benevolent energy. 

Salute all the saints, more especially the house of 
Stephen : likewise thy old and faithful servant Ceci- 
lia, who behaved to us so kindly ; Apollonius, who 
spoke so boldly, and at his own peril, in our be- 
half; and Claudia, who furnished us in abundance 
with many things needful. 

The grace of the Lord be with thee ! 

PAUL. 



LETTER VIL 

V 

Paul to Sf;RGius Paulus. 

^hort account of himself, and the progress of the good 

cause. A word or two of the Jews. Encourage* 

ments. Something concerning * Christ. Confrma* 

tion in the faith. Warning against superstition. A 

few words respecting Ely mas. 

MOST EXCELLENT SeRGIUS PaULUsI 

X HOU demandest news of m9^ *nd wishest for 
some instruction from me. 

• Our journey was prospjerou* ; and when I met 
with any trpubles, I comforted myself wkK ttvvxskva?^ 
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cin thee, and thy courageous love of the truth, and 
strengthened myself in the conviction, that these 
troubles were necessary to improve and perfect me. 
Wherever we came, the Lord was graciously pleased 
to bless our words, particularly among those who 
are called Gentiles. Alas ! most of the Jews are 
enemies to the King of Israel, to the worship of 
whom however they will one day turn. I trust in/ 
the omnipotence of His grace, that He will, at some 
time, have mercy on them all : but, alas, hpw dif- 
cult do jthey make the way for themselves to the en- 
joyment of His mercy ! 

It gave me great delight, to hear tliat thou daily 
rejoicest more in thy belief. The. more thou knowest 
the Lord whom we serve, the more heartily wilt thou 
rejoice in Him. Walk always as before His allsec- 
ing eye : speak as within reach of His allhearing ear ; 
think in all things thou dost of the account that thou; 
ha^t to render to Him. Yet do this without sla- 
vishness, and without fear. The goodness of our 
Lord is unspeakable. He will be loved, not ser- 
vilely feared, by those who are His. Jle loves the 
cheerful mind, that doth good works with pleasjure. 
He would hiive all sorrow remote from our hearts. 
He who is himself happy, would have all to be 
happy. Christ, our beneficent Saviour, is the hap- 
piest of all beingf, because He is the best and kind- 
est of all beings. ' Be but faithful to Him^ and thou 
wilt daily receive fresh tokens of his favpur and af- 
fection. He manifests himself to every one who 



tinisteth firmly in Him^ and cherishes a longing, ^n 
urgent, heartfelt longing after Him. 

Listen not for a moment to the voice of those, 
who would draw tb^e aside from Him, and darken 
thy views of His character. In a word, live before 
Him and in Him. In all thy troubles of whatever 
l^ind, flep to Him. Speak to Him as if he stood be- 
fore thee in all His benevolence ^nd lovingkindness. 
Doubt neither His power, nor If is readiness, to help 
^hee ; either by removing the cause of thy affliction, 
furnishing thy mind with grounds of consolation, or 
imparting to thee renewed aids of ^he Spirit, to bear 
fvith resignation th^ burdep that presses on thee, and 
wisely turn it to thy profit, Trust me, my dear 
brother in the Lord, it can never fail thprn who be* 
lieve. They have within them a perpetual foun- 
tain of heavenly light and animating consolation^ 
. He who believeth hat^i all things \n One. And this 
is the preeminence of our religion, which can never 
be laid enough to heart. We neec^ not ^ee to ^ difr 
ferenti deity on every difierent occasion : \v^e have 
one Lord, who is rich enough for all^ that call on 
Jlini. That man is 2i strangfer to p^eace, who findetl^ 
not all in Que. There is no want, no perplexity, 
no affliction of any kind, in which \ye cannot have 
recourse to the Qne Allsufficient with evident effir 
^acy. 

Let nothing, O Sergius, seduce thee, from trust- 
ing firmly in One, in whom every thing is compre- 
hended. If thou stray from Him, thou fallest at 
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otice into all the mazie's of superstition. Supersti* 
tion seeketh from many what Faith seeketh in One. 
Faith findeth in One, what Superstition seeketh from 
many in vain. This is the errour of Elymas, who 
seeketh from devils what is to be sought only from the 
Lord : but all the devils together have not what the 
Lord hath, and cannot give what the Lord can give. 
|L Perhaps he hath magical power over some devils : 
what then ? What, that is true, real, or desirable, 
can they bestow ? They cannot impart light to his 
understanding, love to his heart, or peace to his 
conscience. In the same extent too, in which he 
is lord of these devils, he will become by degrees 
their slave. I pray the Lord may yet have mercy 
on him, and grant me in His grace the felicity of re- 
moving his blindness. I request of thee, to send 
him the enclosed letter by a trusty hand without de- 
lay. The grace of the Lord be with thee. 

PAUL- 



LETTER VIIL 
Paul to Epaphroditus. 

Consolations in his sickness. 
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How much it grieved me, my beloved Epaphr 
(litus, to leave thee behind sick at Miletus ! H' 
do I prize thy health, thoutrueservantof Jesus Chr 
'^ — '^eartomeisevery'day ofthy life upon Earth ! 



not the Lord already done much through thy meanr. ? 
and what will He not still do ? What has already been 
accomplished through thee is a pledge of what shall 
hereafter be done. For the present attend to thy 
sickness in peace and tranquillity : the Lord willeth, 
that thou shouldst be sick, and exercise thyself in 
peaceful quiet, in patient, reflecting inactivity. The 
Lord will raise thee up again, and give His blessing 
to thy medicines. More than this blessing I was 
not permitted to obtain by my prayers. With this 
I am content, and for this I am thankful. God will 
never do all things by the hands of one perso». His 
ways are frequently very wide from those, which to 
us appear the shortest. We must pass through a 
thousand trials. All kinds of human sufiFerings must 
become known to us by means of our own feelings. 
Was not our Lord Himself to be tried in all thin;Ts ? 
At one time our faith must remove mountain^ : at 
another our patience must submit with the most im- 
plicit resignation to the heaviest yoke. At one time 
we are able to hegil an incurable disease with a single 
word : at another our own bodies must be a prey to 
sickness. We must never forget, that we too are men, 
and exposed to the same conflicts as others. 

O my brother, fear not: God will again restore 
thee to our prayers ; of this I am assured by the 
Holy Spirit. Be patient and tranquil therefore 
under thy sickness. Commune often in secret with 
the Lord, who is neyer far from thee. Meditate 
on the past course of thy life, from thy earlie&t ^omx^l 
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10 the present hourJ Thou wilt perceive therein 
the hand of the Lord, or traces of the wisest love. 
Thou wilt rejoice in the gqodness of thy God; and 
thy confidence in Him with regard to thy future 
destination will be confirmed, Ilep^at to thyself, 
in the intervals of thy pain, the gre^t truths of our 
most holy faith : of Jesus the firstborn a^id only 
begotten Son^ — the Man who was in t}\^ form pf 
God, and the God who took upon himself th? fonn 
of a servant — Jesus the oply Mediator, who taketh 
away sin, the Restorer of all. Saviour of all-r*Je^u^ 
the Judge, who shall come again, &c.T:T-Ther€ i^ 
not one of these truths which is not an inexhaustible 
source of consolation. May each be so to thee ini 
thy present condition : and then, when God has 
again restored thee to perfect health, thcu wilt be 
able to preach to others with fresh pourage^ and with 
an evident blessing, those truths that have so power- 
fully comforted thee, and make them appear ojF mor§ 
importance than all things. 

God will still work many good and great things 
through thee, my beloved Epaphroditus. He ha^ 
vouchsafed thee a sabbath, to collect thy thoughts, 
to enlighten thy inward undcrstandjiig, and to gain 
new, important, internal experiences of thy own. 
The brethren will listen to thee with new attention, 
as to one risen from the grave, as one returned from 
the communion of departed spirits. Whomsoever 
God distinguishcth by particular providences, deli- 
veranccs, graces^ their words always find readier ad- 



mission, at least with those, who are accustomed to 

discern the hand of God in all things. Rejoice in 

thy future days. They shall not indeed be free from 

sufferings, but I hope, nay I know, that they shall 

be blessed in an extraordinary measure. Thou 

wilt do the work of the Lord with redoubled zeal, 

and with redoubled success. Thou wilt look, about 

thee for every occasion of giving joy to the Lord, of 

gaining hearts to Him, of confirming all believer^ 

in their faith in Him, and of strengthening in their 

love all who love the saints. Thou wilt be as one 

new bom. Those things, that now appear to thee 

to be neglected, thou wilt make good tenfold. I 

know thy heart, and thy zeal for the work of the 

Lord : and I know also it is the way of the Lord, to 

fcless afterward beyond measure those, \vho suffer 

patiently. Thou wilt sow without ceasing; and 

unceasingly reap the fruits, here as well as hefeaftcr. 

This fills me with ioy, when thou art in my 

thoughts. 

I bless thee in spirit, when I hear thy name. The 
Lord loveth thee, and hath much grace prepared fot 
thee. He, who walks in the path of humility, takes 
the shortest way to the fountain of grace. 

O how shall I rejoice to see thee again in health, 
or only to hear that thou art wdl, and joyful in the 
Lord ! 

His grace be with thee ! 

PAUL. 
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LETTER IX. 

Paul to Luke. 

Concerning his Gospel. 

grace and peace be with thee from god the 
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

J^ELOVED brother Luke, I cannot express to 
thee with what joy I received and devoured thy pre- 
cious gift, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I can never 
read it enough. My eyes often overflow with tears, 
and I embrace thee in spirit, and thank God in my 
heart, that he gave thee the will and the power to 
write that work. It is written with simplicity, dig- 
nity, moderation, and judicious selection, while it's 
noble aim is conspicuous. Much therein was new 
to mc, and liighly important. How lovely was it 
to me, to become still more intimately acquainted 
with the Lord in the most mild and compassionate 
workings of his human nature ! In many situations 
indeed I have seen Himself, as though I had been 
one of Wis apostles, in the several visions that He 
has vouchsafed to me. I beheld Him at Bethlehem 
as a newborn babe in the manger : I beheld the 
angels around the blessed Mary in the fields of 
Bethlehem. I heard al! the questions and all the 
Answers of the happiest of mothers and worthiest of 



the daughters of Eve. I beheld the lovely babe 
fleeihg into Egypt with his parents, and returning 
^gain to Nazareth. I beheld Him in the temple 
amid the doctors of Israel, and heard all His ques- 
tions and replies, at which the oldest and wisest 
were astonished. One question was : ' Teachers of 
Israel, it is written : " My servant shall be exalted, 
and be very high : and yet He shall be so despised, 
that men shall hide their faces from Him :*' how can 
these things be?' They smiled, were astonished, 
held their peace^ sind appeared to wait his solution 
and answer. With admirable modesty and discre- 
tion he then continued: " The Lord casteth down, 
and raiseth up : He maketh rich, and He maketh 
poor : He leadcth down to the grave, and bringeth 
back again." David was first hated and persecuted 
by Saul ; yet he was afterward the beloved King of 
Israel : may not what has happened to David hap- 
pen also to a son of David ?' 

In other visions the -Lord showed Himself to me 
at one time in the temple amid multitudes of the 
unworthy shepherds of Israel and the vilest hypo- 
crites. #. 

Often was I as it were a witn.ess of His transac- 
tions, both of those which thou recordest, and of 
such as no historian has related. In a heavenly vi- 
sion I witnessed His transfiguration on the holy 
mount ; and His horrible temptation in the wilder- 
ness. O God, what days of trial, what nights of 
deadly agony were those ! What he had there to en- 
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counter, to overcome, to prepare, surpasses all con- 
ception. I was dissolved in tears at the .right. I 
saw too His dreadful agony in Gethsemane, and all 
the powers of darkness leagued against Him. Greater 
sufferings were never beheld on Earth. There was 
not a single part of His corpselike body, that did 
not exhibit evident tokens of unspeakable suffering. 
On Gabbatha before Pilate, on Golgotha* nailed to 
the cross, I beheld Him laden with the sufferings of 
humanity. Nothing more terrible, nothing more 
beautiful, can be conceived, than our Lorji on the 
cross. His countenance was so changed as not to 
be known : yet something so exalted, extraordinary, 
divine, more than majestic, appeared in every wound, 
in every drop of blood, in every pang, in every ex- 
pression of pain, that a man would have adored 
$he Divine Sufferer. This no evangelist, no apos- 
tle has described. 

It was vouchsafed me likewise, my Beloved Luke, 
to behold His resurrection; which no evangelist 
indeed could relate, as no human bemg was witness 
to it. Ye were permitted to record only what ye 
' h!ld seen and heard, or received from authentic tts^ 
timony. There was a resurrection worthy of a God ! 
A simple, exalted awaking of the Dead, who began 
to feel Himself, and whose first words, as He opened 
His cyeSy were: ' Father! Father! Thou truly 
Almighty ! I live again : eternal praise be Thine !' 
What a princely rising from the grave ! What a 
brightness of countenance ! What beautiful golden 



locks falling in ringlets upon His shoulders ! What 
a majestic form in a dazzling white robe, which en- 
wrapped His body in the twinkling of an eye ! What 
a step of the Conqueror of Death ! What a move- 
ment of His princely hand ! What a man ! What 
a God ! But I hold my peace. What more thou 
^rt to know the Lord himself will reveal to thee by 
His Holy Spirit. 

With unspeakable delight I read in thy Gospel, 
my beloved Luke, the parable of Jesus on the sub* 
ject of prayer, that thou hast related. I know not 
what more simple, more beautiful, more comforta- 
ble, more impressive could be said. And when I 
consider, that Jesus, who is the Truth, said it ; that 
Jesus said it in the name of God ; that Jesus said it 
not to faultless, but to sinful men ; I am almost be- 
side mySelf with joy, that He delivered something so 
inestimable to men ; and almost with sorrow, that mGn 
itan be so indiflferent to this inestimable offer, or, 
while they pretend to faith in Jesus, make no use of 
this transcendant promise of God ! 

I was inexpressibly cheered likewise by the pa- 
rable of the prodigal son, which was unknown to 
me. Can any thing more amiable he said or ima- 
gined ? What sinner, who enters into his own heart, 
can read this parable without trembling ? To what 
sinner, who is desirous of turning to his God and 
Father, must it not give courage ? courage to sur- 
mount all doubts, however welb-grounded they may 
appear ? courage, to forcie his way through every 
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thing, and have recourse to the Father alone ? O 
goodness inexpressible^ which so smooths the way 
to God, and our return to the grace of Him who is 
Allmerciful ! O thou lovely, heavenly Jesus, what 
thanks do the sinners upon this llarth owe Thee, for 
Thy teachings, Thy. invitations, Thy encourage- 
ments. Thy promises ! 

My dearest Luke, If I think to day, that my 
love to the Lord cannot rise higher, to morrow I 
learn and experience new kindnesses, new excellen- 
cies, excellencies that cannot be surpassed, from 
Him, and in Him, so that I think the love I felt 
yesterday was but cool indifference. 

O Luke, what happiness, to know Him who is 
Love, to love Him who is Love, and to be assured^ 
that we are beloved by Him! 
Grace be with thee ! 

PAUL. 
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LETTER I. 

f ... 

Paul to one of the Pharisees* 

On Mos€5 and Christ, the Utter and the sfirit of th^ 

Law4 

i)£AR BROTHER ! 

X Rejoice at thjr daily seatdhihg the Scriptures, and 
thy desire of learning J only I pray thee, brother, 
^ever to forget^ that the Messiah is the spirit ancji th« 
end of all that is written, and all that has come to 

« ■ . . V 

pass. Moses and the prophets are only heralds and 
guides to Him. They cannot^ therefore be com- 
pared with Him : they are all servants : He alone 
IS the Master. They are all witnesses* of GckI 
to Israel : He is the living Word that sets in motion 
all tongues : He, the Sum of all the promises, the 
Point to whicfaiivery eye is turned, the Object of 
all the sacred writers. 

Moses, great as he was, could give to Israel no 
law capable of conferring righteousness and salva- 
tion. He said indeed : < He who doth these things 
shall live in them,' but he gave neither the desire nor 
be power to do it, Chxist says; ^ 'IVv^ \«aiB8j^ ^>\. 



1 do shall he dd also, and greater thaii these t— -but 
without Me can he do nothing : with Me, through 
Me, and in Me, can he do all things.* Dear bro- 
ther, entangle not thyself in the means, lest thojx 
lose sight of the end, and make it unattainable to 
thee. The law is not the end, but the means to 
that end, which is Jesus Christ. The law maketh 
Itself unnecessary, but Christ indispensable. The 
Christian fulfilleth the law, as no one can ftxlfil it, 
but a Christian. He satisfieth both it's letter and it's 
spirit. The law liveth in Him. He is a living, not 
literal^ but animated and spiritual law. He is the 
comprehensive sum of the law. To him Moses is 
nothing in comparison of Christ. What Moses re- 
quires he can and will satisfy, to it's full extent, ac- 
cording to it*s spirit and essence. Be zealous for 
Moses on account of his excellence, I have nothing 
to say against it t but I add, be more zealous for 
Christ on account of his supreme excellence* Let 

• 

thy former love give place to a superiour and more 
worthy. Being made free, be a slave no longer. 
Thou bindest thy o\^n hands, if, being a Christian, 
thou wilt still be a slave to Moses. Every thing to 
be found in Moses, that is generany valid, that is 
generally good, is to be found in the- most perfect 
manner in Christ and his Gospel* By being bap** 
tized in the name of Jesus the Messiah, thou art 
4ead to Moses as a lawgiver. Thou knowest no 
other lawgiver, who can save ot cotidi'enxtv^Xs^^jX^ZJKiv^ 
Moses is 5ivallowed up in Hvm* Sc^otmtcl % x^^xk^ 
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Christ we are become^ dead to the law of Mosoa 
How diflFerent, how much more pure, spiritual, and 
heartfelt are the virtues, which Christ has (aught us, 
and which the Spirit of Christ has made attainable 
by. us, than all that we have admired in the best of 
Israelites ! With the disciples of Christ all is love ! 
all is life ! He thinks of the letter of Christ's law 
olily in those things in which he is still weak. As 
soon as he has begun to follow it with his eye affec-r 
tionately turned to Christ, what was before difficult 
he finds easy, what was before impossible he now 
feels himself enabled to perform. One look to 
Christ, to His will. His love. His desire to bless 
his people, imparts to the Christian such inyrard 
strength, as no threatening la>v: could give. The 
threat of the law hinders only the outward act, it 
quenches not in the least the inward desire, to sin. 
The law of love maketh every thing within pure, 
animated, patient, and active ; and diffuses the most 
amiable humility over the greatest merits and most 
exalted virtues. 

O my dear brpther, may the grace of the Loi4 
enlighten thee^ to become as free as Christ wills thee 
to be. 

PAUW 



LETTER II. 

Paul to a young man named Eubulus. 

Warnings against vanity and pleasure. Entreaties to 
' look into his heart ; and not to vex, hut to give joy to 
him and to the angels in Heaven* 

MY BELOVED EubULUs! 

X HE Spirit warneth me, that thou art in need of 
an admonitory, letter from thy firm and fatherly 
friend Paul, Alas ! I fear thou walkest not in the 
way, which he enjoined thee, and which leadeth to 
eternal life. The passions of youth hurry thee into 
wrong paths, the end of whiph is destruction. I 
must ask thee, in the sight of the Lord, dost thou 
not run after those things, at les^st in thy thoughts, 
for which the carnal mind alone c?in lust, certainly 
not the spirit that God has given us through Jesus 
Christ ? In the intoxication of thy sensuality an4 
imaginations, art thou not unn\ir\df^l of the value 
of this spirit ? of the end for wh,ich thou wast ere* 
ated ? of thp jewel, to the attainment of which the 
grace of our Lord hath called thee ?' 

Beloved son in the Lord, dost tl\ou not perceive, 
that thou standest on the brink af ^ fearful abyss h 
That Satan is encircling thee witl^ his wiles, as the 
^rpent of pld encircled Eve ? X^^^ ^^^^ 1^^^ ^^Y 
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first love, and grown colder to the work of the 
Lord ? Will my warning already be too late ? God 
forbid ! Wilt thou no longer remember the tears 
that fell from thine ey^s and from mine, when I laid 
my hands upon thy head, and blessed thee in and 
with the spirit of Jesus Christ ? Hold fast what thou 
hast received, and quench not the spirit through 
the lusts of the flesh, which are at enmity with God. 
Cast not away the grace that is given thee. With- 
stand that vanity, which would be a disgrace to thy 
understanding, and a profanation of thy conscience. 
Shun the company of the fleshly-minded ; and ap- 
proatrh not those carnal men, who are guided only 
by their sensual nature. Let not one moment of 
brutal pleasure rob thee of years of a peaceful con* 
science. Be wise and live as a man of God ; as 
man of God even in the deepest solitude of the pro- 
foundest retirement. Not a moment of thy life is 
thy own : not one drop of thy blood is thy own : thou 
belongest not to thyself, but to the Lord. Live ac- 
cording to the intention and will of Him, whose 
will is thy happiness and perfection. Let the spirit 
be lord over thy flesh, and not thy flesh over the 
spirit. Be watchful over thyself, and turn away 
quickly from the first thought, which the eye of 
God and the light of the spirit would behold with 
aversion. Beware of indulging thyself in every 
thing, in which thou mayest indulge thyself without 
absolute sin : the man who approaches near the en- 
tking boundary ,' too easily steps over it. Return into 



thyself, before sin has overpowered thee ; and break 
loose from the snares of Satan, before thou art inex- 
tricably entangled in his net. It is a father who ad- 
monishes thee ; it is a friend in Christy who entreats 
thee. — Thou hast neglected prayer, therefore the 
sense of divine grace hath forsaken thee, ih^ light 
of thy conscience no longer burns with a pure flame, 
therefore thou lookest stedfastly to the goal no longer. 
He, who is faint in prayer, will be faint in the fulfil- 
ment of his most sacred duties, and opensa door for Sa- 
tan to enter into his heart. Turn thyself again to the 
Lord, and He will pardon thee ; humble thyself 
before Him, and He will have mercy on thee. The 
Lord is gracious beyond all expression, but He will 
not be mocked. His laws are unchangeable, and holy 
as Himself. He is holy, and He will have His disci- 
ples be holy also. The fleshly -minded are not of Hii 
kingdom, any more than the spiritually-minded 
worshippers of Christ are of the kingdom of Satan. 
Imagine not, that thou hast particular privileges, 
and that thou mayest consider thyself as an excep- 
tion. What thou sowest, that thou shalt reap, and^ 
nothing else. Can he, who soweth tares, expect 
to reap wheat ? 'Do men gather figs of thprns/ 
saith the Lord, * and grapes of thistles ?' And canst 
thou expect the joys of the spirit, that will never 
bring repentance, from the dissolute pleasu]:es of 
the flesh ? Thy reason will teach thee, that the slave 
of his animal nature cannot live according to the 
law of the spirit, and must never expect what U 
promised to Hin^ who v ancyx\s\\t\\\\X.% 
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Consider, my son, the dignity of thy ChristiaAt 
calling. What is the dignity of any earthly poten- 
tate compared with it ? what all the privileges of 
human birthright ? Did Esau wisely, when he sold 
his birthright for a mess of pottage? And dost 
thou more wisely, when thou givest away thy birth-' 
right in the kingdom of God, for an hour of vain, 
irrational pleasure? — Examine what I fay. The 
Lord give thee understanding in all things. Con- 
sider the manly youths Titus and Timothy. WksM: 
wrestlers with and conquerors of their carnal nature! 
What patterns of continence and self-government ! 
Set before thyself such for examples ; and to such at- 
tach thyself. What is possible to them is possible to 
thee also. That peace, which has been grafted to 
their prayers, may and will be granted to thine like-<. 
wise, if thou pray with earnestness, and from thy 
heart. I pray God for thee : but without thy ear- 
nest and urgent prayer also, my prayers can avail 
thee nought. 

Thou feest how much I have written to thee with 
my own hand. The Lord bless my words in thy 
heart, and grant that my tears be not shed for thee 
in vain. Be and remain an honour to Christ and 
his flock. How soon is much lost, that can never 
be recovered to all etemjty ! Let not my labour 
for thee and for thy soul be in vain. I shall keep 
mine eye upon thee ; ^nd never lose thee entirely 
out of my sight. Forget not this, my son ; but 
forget still kss, that the eye of tjie Lord is ever 
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ttpon thee, and that no creature Is invisible to Him, 
but every thing appears nakedly, and in it's full 
extent to His eye* He beholds every impure de- 
sire, that arises in thee ; and every thought, with 
which thou opposest or cherishest it. Thou walkest 
incessantly before the alKpervading eye of the Lord, 
and his chosen angels. They rejoice, when thoil> 
figfatest and overcomest ; and are sorrowful like me, 
when thou art overcome. Do not grieve the holy 
angels, but make them glad, who have joy only in 
ttuth and in love. Grieve not the paternal heart 
ctf thy Paul, who was so dear to thee, and who 
still loves thee with tender and sorrowful affection^ 
Grieve not the Spirit of God, which is in thee ; 
and the Spirit of God which is in the heart of thy 
father and brother in Christ. Once more, be a 
joy and not a sorrow to us ; be a joy to men, and 
angels, and Christ. The grace ^nd mercy of Jesus 
Christ be with thee, 

PAUL. 
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LETTER III. 

Paul to John ^Iark. 

On his inUability 'and lightmindedness ; and on the^ 
firmness indispensable in a preacher of Christ and 
a helper of the api^tks.^ 

A HOU ait angry, Mark, thou art not grieved 
oinly, but angry, that I scrupled to take thee wkh 
us on our apostolical journey. Thou caQSt not 
conceive, thou sayest, how- an apostle of Christi 
wlfs^ talks so much of patient love, should be sg 
rigid only toward thee. I am, not angry with thee : 
I pity thee. But thy anger will soon subside. 
Barnabas will in all likelihood impart to thee in- 
geauously the words of instruction. I expect it 
with confidence ; and rejoice, that thou joumeyest 
with Barnabas, and not with me. Thou canst not 
accompany a worthier or a nobler man. I respect 
Barnabas even in those things, in which I think 
differently from him. If thou but listen to his 
words, follow what he teacheth, and let his example 
be thy pattern, thou canst not go wrong. He is 
goodness itself. Do not QflFend him in any thing. 
Let me however speak feaukly to, thee the words of 
a father. Sure I am \ love thee, both for thy own 
^ake, and for the Lord's. But thy instability, thy 



indulgence ©f the senses, thy readiness to covet 
those things^ of which thou hast made a sacrifice to 
the truth and to duty, thy irrefolution to ferve the 
Lord wholly, and Him alone, thy lukewarmness for 
Christ, have already more than once aflElicted me 
with sorrow for thee. Thou meanest to be good and 
sincere ; and at certain moments thou meanest it as 
sincerely as any man. But still a remnant of light- 
mindedness lurks in thy heart, which often makes 
thee easily, quickly and wholly fofget what is of the 
highest importance. A sensual desire, a fleshly gra- 
tification falls in thy way ; and lo ! thy zeal is 
quenched, thy true ardour for Christ is gone^ Not 
but thou art afterward ready to lend an ear to ad- 
monition, art ashamed, and, as 1 am willing to be- 
lieve, sincerely promisest amendment; but the true 
vital power is wanting in thee — inward confidence, 
that is the assurance, that thou wilt regain the fa- 
vour of God^ and obtain from Him by thy prayers 
the strength thou wantest. Thou hast not that 
power of resisting manfully, of which it is impos- 
sible to conceive a genuine preacher of Christ to he 
destitute. In a word a man cannot confide in thee. 
This confidence in the virtue and firmness of a per- 
fon ; this absence of fear with respect to him ; this 
security, that he would not wander, though all were 
led astray, that he would stand firm, though all 
around on his right hand and on his left fell off ; I 
found necessary, my beloved Mark^ in cvcc^ ^waie. 
who offered himself as my \ve\^^T , ox xJtk& ^wk^-^^s 
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6f my travels. It was not precipitancy, that led 
me to act as I acted. It was mature, sober convic* 
tion. For our helpers we require men the most 
trusty. We bear much^ and willingly endure and 
pardon weaknesses of vari6us kinds. But when the 
choice of an apostolical fellow-traveller is in ques- 
tion, we cannot too strictly abide by certain rules. 
From my sorrow, at our separation, and the pain 
with which I bade thee farewel, thou must have 
perceived, that there is not a spark of aversion or 
dislike to thee in my heart. With the tears of 
fatherly affection I laid thee, in spirit^ at the feet 
of the Lord, and his strengthening grace. I cannot 
see thee fall or become weak. Thou hast already 
loved the Lord so heartily, and done so much for 
Him, that He cannot suffer thee to fall off from 
Him entirely i But in the mean time thou hast 
need of urgent warnings, for a perilous lightmind- 
cdness rushes on thee at once like a demon. A 
state of inactive or less active ease seems to thee 
the supreme happiness of life. Thou art easily 
enslaved by a number of little gratifications and con- 
veniencies, to which thou hast accustomed thyself; 

and dreadest the want of them, as thou dost still 

• 

more to submit to actual inconveniencies and bur- 
dens. And can be, my beloved John, call him- 
self a Christian, who will take upon himself, venture, 
bear, want, suffer nothing for Christ ? I say still 
more : can he who is not ready to ve.xv\.ute, foregOj 
»cri£ctl undertake all things fox l\\iu, ^x^^^xv\.\v\m- 



self before -Ghristians as a worthy preacher of 
Christ ? I hope, my dear Mark, that the Lord in 
His mercy will vouchsafe thee that firmness and 
strength of mind, which arc indispensably necessary 
to thy vocation as a Christian teacher* But thou 
must seek them earnestly thyself. My hope is, that 
the Lord, who has given thee to the charge of the 
good and faithful Barnabas, will not forsake thee. 
Only keep thyself firm, and let no desire of worldly 
gratifications, or the conveniencies of a life of ease, 
render thee negligent in the work of the Lord, 

Salute Barnabas, and the brethren that are with. 
him* Grace be with thee. 

PAUL, 



LETTER IV. 
Paul to Hymeneus, the false teacher* 

A HE grace and light of Jesus Christ, and of Hia 
Spirit, be with thee ! 

With sorrow I learn, that thou wanderest from the 
truth, which thou heardest from me, and I received 
from the Lord^ Thou teachest, that our Lord was 
nothing more than a man, and that to worship him 
is a kind of idolatry* This I call errour, nay au 
absolute falling away from the Christian faith. This 
I never taught ; and this false doctrine, which ^jra- 
ceeds not from the Spixit oi IxuxJci^ \ v^'^^s^^'^^ 
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with all the grace that is given me. Before I was 
tonv^erted I erred also. This same errour was mine^ 
in that I deemed Him who is most divine^ to be only 
A mere man* It is true thou sayest what I did not 
tiien say, *" a wise, good, just, holy, heavenly de- 
vout man/ But we have nothing to do in this case 
with human wisdom and righteousness: man re- 
quires a Man infinitely higher than himself. We re- 
quire an almighty Lord ; and our Messiah would 
be no Messiah, were not all power in Heaven and 
upon Earth given to Him. If He were not rich 
enough for all, * who call upon Him ; then indeed to 
worship Him would be idolatry, it would be deify^ 
ing a man. Jesus Himself taught us who He is, and 
what we have in Him : and for this reason speak wc 
so much expressly of His divine greatness, that we 
may use and enjoy this abundance of all divine 
power, which is in Him. We must likewise know 
Him as divinely great, that we may deem no sacri- 
fice too great for Him. We cannot live wholly for 
Him, unless we know and adore Him as our su- 
preme good. Let us thus hold what we have re- 
ceived of Him, both from Himself and from His 
Holy Spirit. We renounce our belief in Him, if we 
hold^ not for truth what He taught us : we cease to 
be His disciples, if we receive Him not as what He 
i^, and what He showed Himself a thousand times 
to be. * Before Abraham was, I am :* said He to the 
Jews: and He prayed His Father * to glorify Him 
^itb the glory which He had ml\ilVt.ilE^<CL«\«&»« 



the World was/ He called Himself expressly * the 
Son into Whose hand all things are given.' More 
than once He said i ' all things that the Father hath 
are niinet' — * I. and my Father are one;'-— 'what 
things sdever the Father dbeth, these doeth the Son 
likewise/ No one, who was a mere man, could 
or dufst say such things of himself. And it has been 
expressly revealed to us by the unerring Spirit, 
which guideth unto all truth, * that He was in the 
begittnitig with God, and was God: and that all 
things, both Visible and invisible, wpte made by 
Him/ 

If I have nbt Sulficiently proved to thee, Hyme- 
neus, that the Holy Spirit is in rrie, and that I speak . 
in the tiame of the unfailing holy Truth, thou wilt 
not and oughtest not to believe me : but if thou 
can neither deny nor doubt, that the tiruth of God 
is in me, and speaketh with my mouth ; if in the 
name of the rtian Jesus I have done works, which 
could not be done but by the power of the Omni* 
potent; thou art bound in thy conscience, and 
before God, to believe me as a true apostle of 
Christ. I, therefore, an apostle of Jesus Christy 
testify to thee in the name of Christ, and through 
the Spirit of Truth, that 

* The true and perfect man Christ J4esus is the 

onlyv incomparable Son of God ; is infinitely more 

than man ; is a being, not of a higher merely, btit . 

of the highest order, who \vat\v yvkA. «q \J»-^ >k^v^ 

Himgmongall createdbeings •, ^lTv^t^vw w^?^^^l^>^'^'^^ 



If 

114 

in the rank of creatures. He is perfectly sole in 
His kind — all the angels and archangels are His 
subjects, and His creatiires. By Him all things 
were made, that have been made, not even one ex- 
cepted. He is the fullness of the divine allsufEciency 
for us, our Lord and our God, highly to be praised 
to all eternity. God.is to us God, is to us all, in 
Him, and through IJim. In Him and through 
Him, God is becom.e our God. In Him will God" 
be worshipped and adored. No man, be he ever so 
great, can require to be worshipped by all the an<- 
" gels, and by all men. This Christ requireth. He 
maketh Himself the immediate object of the religioi; 
of man : to Him, as to the Fatjier, nay to the Fa- 
ther in Him, our prayers, our praises, our thanks- 
givings are to be addressed. To Him we conduct 
all hearts. We set up Him as the only Mediator 
between God and man. We exalt Him above all 
names, that may be named, both in the visible World 
and in the invisible, in the present and in the World 
to come. To Him we flee for refuge in all our 
highest wants, \v^hich no man could satisfy/ Behold 
here my belief in Jesus. 

. Before I knew Him, I was zealous against Hira 
with sen.^cless zeal, and prayed to the God of I&-. 
rael. Now pray I to the God of Israel in Him, 
and have daily experience, that He heareth my 
prayer, and hath His ear always open to those who 
frorship Him in spirit and in tiut\i. \ ^t^c^ W^xtUy^ 
£at of the abundance of Ris me^ty Tft,^ t^vj \v5«^^ 
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compassion o^n thee; and through me turn thee back 
into the right way, from which thou hast wandered ; 
that thou mayest continue in the truth thou hast 
received, and not lead others astj^ay, darkening their 
hearts with vain imaginations. 

The grace of Je^us Christ b^ with thee, and en- 
lighten thy Spirit. 
. - ' PAUL. 



THE END. 
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